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But This We Know 


By W. M. Czamanske 


HAT may be round the headland is unknown : 
A placid stream, or where the waters roar, 
The palms. of Elim, or a thirsty land, 
A pleasant harbor, or a rocky shore. 


Our wealth today may turn to poverty, 

Our health to sickness with attending pain; 
Companionship may change to solitude, 

And al) be lost we counted certain gain. 


“But this we know, for so His promise reads, 
; That He-will go before us to the end, 
And lead us in the paths of righteousness, 
Our faithful Guide and our unfailing Friend. 


Since He is-with us, can it matter much 
If earthly pleasures take their sudden flight, 
{If riches flee, which moth and rust corrupt, 
When He-abides who is our Life and Light? 











Praise Instead of Anger 


There are some things that the most doubting 
Christian can believe God is able to do, but it is 
difficult, even for the holiest soul, to believe that 
God is able to present us faultless before the throne. 
We are so conscious that sin has perverted our 
moral and spiritual powers that mistakes and failures 
seem as inevitable as breathing, but when we look into 
the perfect law of liberty, we find that the “law of the 
’ Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.” It is even more difficult to 
believe that we are promised not only a future glory of 
dvs but a present freedom from sin’s defilement. 
ultitudes are entangled iti the yoke of bondage, 
and are seeking by struggle and self-effort to be free 
when all that is necessary is instantaneous appropria- 
tion, by faith, of God’s full salvation. In one of the 
gteat churches in an eastern city the minister’s wife 
came into an experience of the Lord’s enabling 
power to keep, as well as to save her from sin. In 
her living room, she had a very rare and costly vase. 
Her husband slipped and fell, knocking the vase to the 
floor, and shattering it to a hundred pieces. She 
said, “Ordigarily, I would have: been .angry, -heart- 


broken, and disagreeable, but I. found myself mur- 
muring, ‘Praise the Lord.’ My husband arose ex- 
pecting one of peel outbursts of temper, and 
was surprised to me calm and filled with praise. 
When he questioned me,.I said I did not even feel 
grieved or angry. My first thought was that I was 
thankful it was only the vase that was broken, and 
that he himself was not hurt. Then I remembered 
the case of a wife who had but recently told me 
a heart-breaking story of her husband's unfaithful- 
ness, and I was glad my husband had broken only 
a vase, and not my heart. Then when I realized 
how graciously God had kept my heart in this mis- 
hap, I could praise hina that my experience of victory 
was real, and that was worth more than the most 
costly vase.” This Christian had found a new law, 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 


a 
Seeking Unpopularity 


Courting orig is indeed foolish and un- 
worthy, but definitely seeking unpopularity would 
seem to be more foolish still. And yet, rarely per- 
haps, but sometimes, one does encounter people with 
many estimable traits who nevertheless manifest a 
strange resemblance to the porcupine. They are 
by no means to be classed as weaklings. Often they 
are sound and unflinching in their avowed loyalty 
to the Word of God. But they seem unfortunately 
to have a that grace as well:as truth came 
by Jesus Christ. One excellent Christian woman 
boasts that she has never lived for six months in a 
community without making a host of enemies. She 
is splendidly loyal to all the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith. She is energetic and aggressive for 
the spread of the Gospel. Her outstanding business 
efficiency and integrity render her invaluable to the 
economic enterprises for which she labors. But it is. 
sadly true that every one who comes in frequent con- 
tact with her soon becomes painfully aware of her 
quills, No doubt she attributes her unpopularity 
to her fearless adherence to the truth. Such people 
seem not to have grasped the whole of the closing 


beatitude, to have overlooked the fact that our Lord 
said, not merely, “Blessed. fre ye, when men shail 
revile you, and persecute you, and say all manner of 
evil against you,” but when they shall say it “falsely, 
for my sake.” Said Archbishop Benson, “Without 
gentleness things may be done,.but oh, at. what cost 
of tears and blood!” 
— 


Earth’s Choicest Treasures 


We are perhaps. beginning in this great age of 
invention and expansion to grasp some faintly adequate 
notion of the vast reservoir of resources stored away 
in this planet we call earth. Who of us has listened 
to the roar ef trafic along one of our arterial high- 
ways on a summer’s day and not wondered how long 
the gasoline supply can possibly continue to meet the 
demand? Every little while comes some one to com- 
pute how many years it will be until the supply is 
exhausted. But experience warrants the expecta- 
tion that before this now indispensable commodity 
fails it will be replaced by another that will make 
gasoline motors seem as cumbersome and antiquated 
as the steam engine is now fast becoming. ‘Our real 
danger seems rather to be that amid the great material 
comfort and convenience of the day with its attend- 
ant rush after luxuries we utterly forget that “every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights.” Ages before 
man began to find them, His love had stored away 
these treasures, even as a loving parent hides away 
glad surprises for his child. But oil and diamonds 
and gold and radium are by no means the choicest 
treasures earth is yielding up to the diligent. The 
archeologist of our day is repeatedly bringing to light 
that most priceless. discovery, confirmation of the 
accuracy of the Word of God, demonstrating how 
blessed are those who having not seen yet have be- 
lieved. Dr. James M. Gray speaks most happily 
when he calls the buried cities of antiquity ‘“God’s 
treasure vaults for our day of need.” Let us 
thank God that in this day when the Bible is being 
assailed as perhaps never before, old earth is again 
yielding up her treasure for the need of the hour. 


.  Jgohn Bost and His Asylums 


of the nature of a heroism prize. This year it 

was awarded to Mile. Séguier, Directress of the 
Protestant Orphanage at Brassac in the Tarn. Mlle. 
Séguier was but eighteen years of age when she was 
called to head this charity, and for forty-three years 
has thus served the Protestant churches. She has 
taught the usual school branches, and has also taught 
the abnormal children of the institution. She has so 
successfully nursed the girls when sick that in these 
decades but two have died while under her roof. Such 
a mastery of practical arts has she acquired that all 
the children under her guidance make their own 
clothes, hats, and slippers. Her salary for years was 
a meager’ 600 francs ($120), which she used to help 
a mother and-+other dependents. On most of these 
children weigh terrible moral and physical heritages, 
yet she has made of them efficient women and mothers. 
She keeps in communication witf them in later life 
by unremitting correspondence. 

This heroine of patient drudgery was trained in the 
tnstitutions of John Bost, and has shown herself a 
worthy daughter of the parent enterprise. How that 
great philanthropist would rejoice in her useful. life! 

Bost himself was of Huguenot ancestry, his fore- 
father having escaped from the house of persecution 
in 1704, concealed in a cart of stable manure. His 
own father was the famous Ami Bost, leader in the 
revival in French Switzerland of the early nineteenth 
century and author of its hymns. An attack of cere- 
bral fever obliged him to give up his studies at the 
Collége de Genéve, and he was apprenticed to a book- 
binder. One day he was sent with some bound music 
to the rooms of the Abbé Liszt, and while waiting 
to deliver -his package sat down at-an open piano in 


Te: Prix de Vertu. of the French Academy is 








the waiting room. Before he knew it the master’s 
hand was on his shoulder with a promise to train for 
concert playing his remarkable gifts. So he. went 
to Paris to study. But another Master put his hand 
on his shoulder. One evening when going to the 
Opera to hear the Domino Noir, the voice of God 
spoke to him. He went home and spent the night in 
prayer. Shortly afterward he.was to be found evan- 
gelizing in the villages of ordogne. When Liszt 
heard of it he simply remarked, “Bost has chosen the 
best iife.” : 

In 1844 the villagers of the little town of La Force 
were fighting for their faith against a Modernism 
which, with government aid, was trying to force an 
unbelieving pastor on them. This .was contrary to 
the law stipulating that a church should have voice 
in the appointment of its pastor. But liberal intol- 
erance is a regardless thing, and a picket of four 
gendarmes accompariied the “pastor” to the pulpit. 


Six hundred parishioners withdrew, built another. 


church, and called John Bost as spiritual leader and 
teacher. Bost accepted the humble position with its 
meager salary, sically preaching his induction 
sermon from the. text, “Loose this ass and‘ lead him 
to me. The Mastef hath need of him.” His church, 
the new church which a conscienceless “liberalism” 
had obliged these poor people to build, was erected 
near the ruins of the Chateau de Caumont La Force, 
home of one of the great figures of early French Prot- 
estantism. - 

One day a girl in distress was brotight to Pastor 
Bost. He was led by the circumstances of this case 
to plan for a home for such friendless ones. He put 
the matter before his flock of peasants who had done 
their utmost to pay for the: new church. They did 
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not flinch. Bost went to Paris and-to England and 


secured financial help. His people labored nights 
when their own work was done, and after thirteen 
months the “Famille Evangélique” was opened as a 
Christian shelter for the needy. This was in May, 
1848. It was the beginning of the idyll of La Force. 

It was not long, however, before true “undesirables” 
began to be sent to the new orphanage. A letter came 
from Paris saying, “I beg you take in a little creature 
found on a heap of stable manure. Its mother is in 
prison. You cannot refuse her.” Bost replied that 
there was no accommodation for mental defectives in 
his home, but hardly had he sent the letter than the 
omnibus stopped before his home and the little girl in 
question was brought to his door. They had not 
waited for an answer. 

“T hurried into the entry,” he writes, “and saw in 
a corner on the floor a shapeless mass. It was the 
idiot girl. At the other corner was my poor servant. 
The omnibus had departed. The girl was covering the 
floor with her’drool. Was this not a call from God 
to establish another home? But where?’ In my par- 
sonage? This manse often received friends from 
Paris or Switzerland. Would it not mean that in 
the future there could be no more of such hospitality? 
This house, so neat and clean, — what would become 
of it? 

“I reflected a moment and then said, ‘Ton!’ 
my servant’s name. ' 

“ ‘Monsieur,’ she. replied. 

“There the convérsation stopped. Ton broke out 
into tears. She understood. The next day two idiots 
were installed in my home. Ton’s mother agreed to 
lodge with me and take them into her chamber. Ton 
undertook their feeding and general care. I became 
responsible for their education,—or rather of my 
own!’ 

It is of interest to note in passing that M. Bost 
used music very largely as a base of instruction, re- 
vealing here his genius as a pedagogue. 

Little by little came others,—#incurables, blind, 
deaf-mutes, consumptives. The manse overflowed. 
Bost went to Paris to plead with the leaders of French 
Protestantism for a new home. It was given him, and 
in 1855 Bethesda was consecrated to God and his af- 
flicted ones. 

Then boys began to beg for help, and the manse, 
evacuated by sick girls, was opened to them, — para- 
lytics, diseased, covered with sores. It was the pro- 
logue to the establishment of the boys’ home, Siloam. 

One day M. Bost was called to Bethesda, where on 
the ground in the garden lay an epileptic girl, immov- 
able. “I raised my eyes on high and cried out, ‘Eben- 
ezer, hitherto hath the Lord helped.’ I went to Paris 
directly, knowing what awaited me. <A public meet- 
ing was called in the Temple of ‘the Redemption. It 
was in February, 1862. The venerable’ Francois Del- 
essert presided. Most of the pastors of Paris and a 
large company beside were present. After giving an 
account of the asylums, La Famille, Bethesda, and 
Siloam, I announced the foundation of the asylum 
Ebenezer. The gentlemen took their hats and the 
ladies rose. It looked as if I should find myself alone 
with the Ebenezer in my heart. With a voice break- 
ing with emotion I cried out, ‘It’s for epileptic or- 
phans. Have mercy on the epileptics.’ They told me 
afterward that I pronounced the word ‘epileptics’ with 
such an accent of sorrow and sympathy that no one 
dared to budge. I read some letters in which I was 
appealed to to receive epileptics. The venerable presi- 
dent arose, stretched his Hand to me, and with visible 
emotion said, ‘We will help you. I will g*ve a thou- 
sand francs or more.’ Gentlemen came to the plat- 
form handing me their cards with the words, ‘Come 
and see us. We understand it now.’ That year 
Ebenezer was founded, two thousand persons being 
present. Back of some bushes were the beds of four 
little epileptics. When a time of silence came for 
prayer four men raised one of these little beds up 
before the great audience amid great emotion. It was 
like a presentation!” 

But the strain of these enterprises proved too great, 
and M. Bost fell seriously ill. His friends taxed him 
with unwisdom Saying: “Rest now! Let others con- 
tinue the work. ‘He who grasps too much grips 
badly’” (a well-known French proverb, “Qui trop 
embrasse mal étreint’’). 

“Where in the Gospel did you find that proverb?” 
was M. Bost’s instant answer. “Ah, yes! ‘Let others 
act.’ That would be splendid if they would act. In 
the Saviour’s day the disciples said, ‘Send them away 
for they cry after thee,’ but Jesus’ reply was, ‘Bring 
them to me.’ Let Christians meditate upon these 
words.” 

To another, who said with satisfaction, “How happy 
you ought to be when you see your work at La 
Force,” he replied, “My friend, I do not look at what 
I kave done, but on what is to be done.” 

There was indeed a vein of shrewd humor in this 
man which was very human, and which explains Mr. 
Spurgeon’s remark concerning him: “I don’t like to 
find myself too near George Miiller. I feel embar- 
rassed, humiliated. He is too perfect. But with John 
Bost I am entirely at home. He has faults like my- 
self.” As an illustration of his humor his biographer 
tells of protests among some of the girl inmates against 
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the commonplace appearance of their clothing. Bost 
said to his housekeeper, “If they are not pretty enough 
right side out, let them wear them wrong side out.” 
So the little rebels were obliged’ to wear for ‘some 
days waists and. petticoats reversed, and showing the 
material of which they were constructed, obvious 
— In this way of ridicule was vanity 
slain. 

This giant of charity was a man of precarious 
health; also of a will capable of daring all and break- 
ing all if corfscience had not dominated it. As is 
well known, the Moravian missionaries have gone to 
difficult and inhospitable fields where none else would 
dare or care to go. There was much in the La Force 
charity that recalls this Moravian principle. Bost 
took for his devise, “I will receive all those whom 
other institutions repulse. The John Bost asylums 
proclaim the right to sunshine and life and happiness 
for those whom society regards as wrecks and refuse, 
— idiots, épileptics, cripples, and sufferers of greatest 
variety, the product of the tentacled ‘city’s sin and dis- 
sipation.” “It’s not our work but His,” he writes 
somewhere. “We must never forget that Jesus Christ 
has promised to be with us to the end. He presents 
himself to us perhaps in the guise of one of these af- 
flicted, these sick ones whom we are lodging and 
clothing and feeding. They are the heritage which 
he has entrusted to us. Let us try our best to be able 
to say when the moment of accounting comes, ‘Father, 
here we are with the children thou hast given us.’ 

“The church should be the asylum of suffering. It 
should say after the Lord, ‘Come unto me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden. Look unto me all ye ends 
of the earth and be saved. Comfort ye, comfort ye, 
my people.’ It should be able to say as the Lord to 
her of Nain, ‘Weep not.’ Its ear should be open to 
all cries of distress; its motto, ‘I go about doing good.’ 
Then it will find joys on earth only equaled by those 
that will come to it when it enters into the great 
asylum of Heaven. 

“If we are to serve God in eternity we must begin 
to serve him here!” 

The asylum family was united one afternoon for the 
funeral of Gabrielle. A square box was brought in. 
It enclosed the remains of a poor epileptic who was 
also idiot and paralytic, who had ceased to live, or 
rather, ceased to die daily. That square box seemed 
to contain all the miseries which afflict the poor human 
race, that deformed casket! 

“All human wisdom,” said M. Bost regarding this 
poor soul, “all philosophy and discussion, all the formu- 
las of prudence disappear before the fact of the resur- 
rection. In the presence of one of our sick who passes 
into the eternal mansions I forget my work, my diffi- 
culties, my sacrifices of health, and all the rest. That 





The Firstfruits of the Resurrection 
In considering the subject of the transfiguration 
in my Bible class I felt convinced that Moses’ body 


had been raised, and that he and Elijah appeared 

with Christ on the mount in their glorified bodies. 

Now I am troubled as to how to reconcile this view 

with 1 Corinthians 15: 20,— Christ the firstfruits of 

them that slept. Can you throw any light on this 
for me?—A California pastor. 

Whatever other facts may or may not be declared 
in the Bible record, we know that Christ in his res- 
urrection became the firstfruits of them that slept. 
This is the plain statement of the Word. There are 
a number of statements throughout the Scriptures 
that may seem to us difficult or impossible to reconcile ; 
but we know, even while we cannot understand them, 
that they are all inviolably true, and that when we 
know fully, even as also we are known, they will all 
be clear to us. 

There are various possible explanations of the in- 
teresting question asked by the California pastor. One 
explanation may be that Moses, even in the transfig- 
uration, was not given his resurrection body, but that 
his spirit was merely reunited to his body as in the 
case of Lazarus, and the son of the widow of Nain, 
and other instances where the dead were restored to 
life. Lazarus’ resurrection, for example, was not 
parallel to Christ’s; the distinction has been’ made, 


and it is an important one, between “resurrection”’ 


and the rising from the dead that several Bible char- 
acters had.. Lazarus will have his resurrection -and 
glorified body at the coming of the Lord, but it is 
evident that he did not receive it when Christ said 
at his tomb, “Lazarus, come forth.” 

It is true that Luke’s account of the transfiguration 
tells us not only of the appearance of Moses and 
Elias with Christ, but also that they “appeared in 
glory.” Does that mean that they had their glorified 
bodies, or only that they stood in the glory which 
emanated from and surrounded the Lord? Certain it 
is that the Lord’s body and raiment are described in a 
way that theirs are not, for we read: “The fashion of 
his countenance was altered, and his raiment was 
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soul which passes to God will also be.a judge. She 
will either accuse or bless me. She will either say, 
‘There was no Saviour on earth,’ or ‘I have met his 
disciples and they have relieved me.’ They said to me, 
‘Be of good courage. The Master calleth thee.’” 

One somber winter evening M. Bost met a poor . = 
beggar in a deplorable condition. He was going from 
house to house exhibiting a wax Virgin and begging 
alms. At last he had succumbed and lay on the path of 
M. Bost’s manse. Moved with pity, the pastor picked 
him up and took him inside. Examination on the 
morrow showed that he had an ankylosed hip and 
that it would be long before he could be cured of it. 
Rest and proper food and care, however, brought him - 
round, and while he was waiting for full strength 
Bost taught him to read, He showed singular intelli- 
gence. This experience of love and care opened to him. 
a new world. He sought and found Christ.’- Eighteen 
months passed, and it was riow time for him to be 
dismissed. . 

One day M. Bost received a long fetter from the 
cripple asking for permission to stay and devote him- 
self as volunteer teacher to the instruction of defective 
children. The letter was sent tothe Protestant Nor- 
mal School in Paris, and shortly’ afterward the former” 
vagabond was matriculated there. His aptitude and 
diligence and real character soon inspired everybody 
with corifidence. At the end of two years he took 
his diploma at the head of a class of-sixty-five. Then 
he returned to La Force where he taught many years. 

French societies gave to John Bost their honors: 
and decorations, and the government itself passed to 
him the blue ribbon of the Legion of Honor. There 
is, indeed, something incongruous in decorating a 
prophet! There are now some five hundred sufferers 
in his institutions. What an outpouring of faithful 
service on the part of those in charge, the teachers 
and nurses and house-mothers! This personnel of 
humble and valiant men and women day after day and 
often night and day take up their tasks, so difficult” 
and so incomparably sad, with serenity and unfailing 
patience. In a beautiful passage M. Westphal pays 
tribute to these humble servants of Christ’s poor. He 
tells us that it is not by the sun alone that we earth- 
born live. Half of the heat which is“required to sup- 
port life on this planet comes from the stars, without 
whose kindly help our temperature would soon sink 
to 140 degrees cold and our earth would roll-in space 
a frozen corpse. “When you observe the night sky 
with its myriads of stellar light points, bless them, 
for you owe your life to them. nd when you see 
humble, useful ones who do not shine much as suns 
in the world’s eye, bless them, too, for they uphold 
our society with their vivifying and warming activ- 
ities.’ ' 








white and glistering.” Also we are told that “he 
was transfigured before them.” This description is 
not given of either Moses or Elias. 

On the other hand, if Moses and Elias were given 
their glorified bodies, and if Enoch, for example, who 
never tasted of death but like Elijah (Elias) was trans- 
lated to be with God, also had his glorified body ever 
since that day of his translation five millenniums ago, 
it is still true that our Lord Jesus Christ in his resur-- 
rection became “the firstfruits of them that slept.” 
In that case the word “first” refers not so much to a 
chronological precedence or a point of time as to a 
spiritual cause and foundation. Thus men were saved, 
from the time of Adam down, because of the substi- 
tutionary blood atonement of Christ on the cross. 
Those saved by faith in God thousands of years be- 
fore Christ died could be saved only because of his 
death in the eternal purposes of God. So if any. re-. 
deemed sinners saved in Old Testament times because 
of the coming death of Christ were given their glori- 
fied bodies before the time of his resurrection, it was 
still his resurrection that made this possible; he -was 
the “firstfruits of them that slept.” 

The Bible also plainly shows that the vast family 
of God, who have died in faith in him, shall be raised 
from the dead at the future coming of Christ, “every 
man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after- j 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” If, in 
the sovereignty of God, there were a few, a very few,. - 
exceptions to this time-order of the resurrection, this. - 
cannot alter the fact that only because Christ was the 
firstfruits is bodily resurrection for redeemed sinners 
possible. There may always remain unanswerable 
questions concerning some of these questions, unt# 
we see our Lord face to face. Then we shall know 
how true it is that “the word of the Lord endureth 
forever.” 

Some believe that a verse in Jude refers to the 
appearance of Moses in bodily form at the transfig- 
uration; we~read there that “Michael the archangel, - 
when contending with the devil he disputed about. the - 
body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing.- 
accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.” 























Lesson for September ‘16 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4 
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The Drying Up of the Turkish Empire 


How it prepared the way for the kings of the East 











By John H. Baxter 








“And the sixth-angel poured out his vial upon the 
great river Euphrates; and the water -thereof was 
dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might 
be prepared” (Rev. 16:12). ~~ . 


Te Book of the “Revelation of. Jesus Christ 


which God gave unto him” is the greatest book - 


of all time—the climax of all Revealed Truth. 
It touches briefly and comprehensively the vital facts 
of human history, interprets them, and gives solemn 
warning to all those who have an ear to hear. Chap- 
ters 1 to 3 are a message to the churches both for 
John’s day and “all the days even unto the end of the 
age,” and is, perhaps the best understood portion of 
the Book. It reveals the history of the Church from 
the beginning till He comes to reign. The second part, 
Chapters 4 to 11, reveals the events and forces in 
history leading the race to that point when the king- 
doms of this world become the. kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ. Chapters 12 to 14 might be con- 
sidered luminous footnotes on great events and per- 
sonages vitally related to the coming kingdom. 

Now it would be. strange to have a great work 
direct from the hand of God revealing the establish- 
ment of theocracy over the nations and yet have 
no revelation concerning that nation’s relation to de- 
veloping history which is destined to be the center 
of the world’s theocracy and the only nation God ever 
experimented with in theocracy. And, moreover, if 
God has a purpose to establish theocracy in the world 
through Israel we would surely expect him to show 
himself at work removing the hindrances to such 
government. 


Wrath Poured on the Euphrates 


Two obstacles have been in the way of Israel’s 
revived theocracy: first, the church, or the most 
influential part of it, came in time to claim that theo- 
cratic power, and exercise it in her own way; second, 
Israel’s land was in the hands of another. A series 
of events in history has shaken the minds of many 
men loose from the idea of a world-wide theocracy 
from Rome, and broken its power as a nation. It 
remains for us to note in the text how God’s hand is 
removing the second great obstacle and giving. Israel 
the land of her fathers that she might exercise her 
nationhood in the coming new order —the kingdom 
of Heaven on earth. 
~The sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great 
river Euphrates.” Some. devout students think that 
God is going to pour out literally a vial of wrath 
upon the River Euphrates and dry up the waters as 
he did the Jordan, that Oriental kings may come to 
the battle of Armageddon at Jerusalem. We are 
tempted to ask in the words of Habbakuk, “Was Je- 
hovah displeased with the rivers? Was thine anger 
against the rivers?” The fact that it is a vial of 
wrath poured out implies that the recipient has a 
moral nature and deserves judgment. Now the word 
river. in secular and sacred literature is often used 
for the nation built upon it. A German king assert- 
ing his right as emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 
to an Italian ruler said, “The Tiber is become a 
tributary to the Rhine.” Isaiah in describing an in- 
vasion of Assyria says in Chapter 8:7, “The Lord 
bringeth up upon them the waters of the river, strong 
and many, even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: 
and he shall come up over his channels, and go over 
all his banks: and he shall pass through Judah; he 
shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to the 
neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill 
the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.” So river may 
be synonymous with empire. 

Now it.is remarkable that it was not the Tiber 
that John saw dry up, though it had overflowed its 
banks and filled all the land of Immanuel in John’s 
day. It was the E ates which then seemed to 
have lost the seat of Empire forever. The power of 
Rome over Palestine was broken by the rise of that 
Saracen power which broke forth in an unlikely spot, 
Arabia, like a flood in the desert. This new power 
within .130, years after its founder, Mohammed, died, 
had built itself a new capital — Bagdad ‘on the west 
bank of the Tigris, the Euphrates’ great tributary 
—near Babylon whose ruins furnished the material 
for the new city on the foundation of a forgotten city 
whose river embankment bricks bear to this day the 
name of Nebuchadnezzar. There the new Empire 
ruled, as Gibbon tells us, from Africa to India. Noth- 
ing could. better illustrate its power over Palestine 
than the fact that Haraun Al Raschid in a generous 
mood presented to Charlemagne the keys to the Holy 
Sepulcher, giving -the newly. crowned head. of the 


Western Empire the: right to visit ‘the shrine of his 





For the past fifteen years, - political events in 
the nations surrounding the: Mediterranean have 
been watched with the keenest anticipation by 
earnest students of Scripture. Early in 1927, a 
Kansas pastor wrote an article for The Sunday 
School Times, “ Jerusalem—A Burdensome Stone 
for. Britain.” Thie-spring, from the same writer, - 
came another, “ The Spiritual-Values of Armaged- 
don.” . Each of these attracted widespread .inter- 
est-because of the light they threw upon the 
meaning of world events in the light of prophecy. | 
This latest article points out the signifi e of 
the collapse of Turkey’s Asiatic Empire, and why 
it may presage a coming storm such as the world 
has not known. 








faith. From that-day on, though the capital of the 
Empite was moved: from Bagdad to Constantinople, 
that Moslem power heid the land of Israel unbroken 
save for the: brief: interval- of the Latin Kingdom, 
when crusade after crusade revealed rather than 
weakened the power of the Moslem Empire in the East ; 
a power so tenacious that when luxury weakened its 
ruling families it was easily continued by a new in- 
fusion of blood from Turkestan. This Empire was 
no passing amalgamation of desert tribes, but a con- 
quering host well worthy of notice by the. great 


. prophets. 


Just one hundred years from the death of Mohammed 
it had not only crushed the hold of Rome and Persia 
on the East but swept around the southern shores 
of the Mediterranean, crossed the strait of Gibraltar, 
possessed Spain, only to meet its first great rebuff at 
Tours in Northern France from Charles Martel when 
the flood: tides of its power began to recede. But 
even as tate as the early part of the last century it 
hung like a dark: cloud over the whole Mediterranean, 
with dominion over Northern Africa’ and Grecian 
lands, and reigned supreme from Constantinople to 
the Red Sea. A series of clashes with European 
powers too numerous to mention robbed her of prac- 
tically all Northern Africa except Egypt, and shook 
her hold on Southeastern Europe. : ‘ 

Students of the Word from Luther and Matthew 
Henry’s day have watched the disintegration of the 
Turkish Empire as the way by which the Jews would 
be restored to their native land and-so fulfill a whole 
volume of promises. But as late as the opening of 
the World War, Turkey’s hold- upon Palestine was 
unshaken and, though weak in-many ways,_was kept 
in possession of that land because of European jeal- 
ousies. Great Britain would gladly have bought it at 
a high price making it a home for Jewry and a-zone 
of defence for her, Suez Canal, but Turkey, supported 
by the powers, steadfastly refused. Great Britain as 
consistently opposed the prospect of- either German 
or Russian domination of Palestine, and was driven 
to the dilemma of morally condemning. Turkey: and 
politically supporting her. .The. eloquent Gladstone 
fulminated and declared, “The Turk must go out of 
Europe bag and baggage”;-but his political opponent 
Lord Disraeli, a Jew, supported Turkey, and even 
promised to maintain the integrity of her Asiatic pos- 
sessions in return for Cyprus. And so through. politi- 
cal jealousies Turkey was left in both Europe and 
Asia, and the flood of the Great River still filled: the 
Land of Immanuel. : 


The Shattering of Turkish Power 


But the hour for deliverance- struck and Jehova 
went forth as a mighty man, s.irred. up jealousy like 
a man of war and prevailed against his enemics (Isa. 
42:13). “I have long time holden my peace; I have 
been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like 
a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at 
once. I will make waste mountains and hitts, and 
- - » make the rivers isfands, and I will dry up the 
pools. And I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have 
not known.” The story of Turkey’s: part in the War 
is too well known for more than a notice. History is 
ironical and He that sits in Heaven doth laugh. Tur- 


_ key, thinking Germany would win the War, turned a 


deaf ear to British promises and threw in her lot with 
the Central Powers, so that Cecil Spring Rice in 
wiring back to his government the results of his 
pleadings with the Porte said, “To guarantee the in- 
tegrity of Turkey’s Asiatic possessions is like trying 
to guarantee the life of a man who is bent on com- 
mitting: suicide.” oe 

On Turkey’s entry into the War Great Britain 
annexed Egypt to her Empire, started an expedition 





‘thy’ ransom, Ethiopia and Seba . 


sonnet 


up the river to Bagdad, and soon had possession of 
the old land known as Seba and Asiatic Ethiopia, 
fulfilling the long idle prophecy, “I gave Egypi for 
. for thee, and 
people for thy life” (Isa. 43:3, 4). Then it was 
easy to see that the nation that had received her 


‘wages in advance was now hoxror bound to give Pales- 


tine back to the rightful -owners, which she did. 


- Though for a time the expedition failed, and the out- 


come seemed dubious to the. human eye, it ultimately 


-triumphed, and with the fall of Bagdad and the shat- 


tering of Turkish power in the East, Palestine passed 
into: the hands of ‘the British and then to the Jew in 
such a way as to make it the greatest miracle of the 
age, and the destined way of the true Kings of the 
East was being prepared. And the waters of the 
River, strong and many, that long deluged Immanuel’s 
land were dried up, not backed up like the Jordan 
temporarily to continue their course again, but dried 
up. And with the ebb of its great tide of power the 
remnant of its empire appears as a little island in 
Antolia, “the last home of the faithful.” “I will make 
the rivers islands.” , 

Nothing takes God by surprise, for while he was 
preparing the way of the true Kings of the East, he 
was also preparing the Kings for their marching 
orders. More than a quarter of a century before this 
a deep universal stir in Jewry was taking the form 
of Zionism. In 1896 Dr. Herzl published his “Jewish 
State” which became the Magna Charta of the move- 
ment. The following year the first Zionist congress 
was held in Basel whose keynote -was, “Work tor a 
publicly recognized and legally secured home in Pales- 
tine for the Jewish people.” 


Palestine Given Back to the Jews 


Though difficulties arose, due to the caution and 
jealousies among the nations, which would have dis- 
couraged a less determined people, most of the trouble 
came from misunderstandi the prophecies of the 
Word. Though Dr: Herzl in 1900, at London, could 
say, “Our return to the land of our fathers is fore- 
told by Holy Writ,” he maintained that the hope of 
Israel lay in the strengthening of Turkish power. 
Here are his own words in December of 1901, “But 
above all we must ask what Turkey thinks of us. Last 
May I had the honor of being granted a lengthy audi- 
ence with His Majesty the Sultan Abdul Hamid. © 
The kindness and cordiality of my reception filled me 
with the highest hopes. I was convinced by the words 
and the manner of His Majesty that the Jewish people 
have -a friend and benefactor in the ruling. caliph. 
The Sultan. empowered mie to declare this_ officially. 
Let the Jews of the whole world ‘hear, and let them 


* understand.what. prospects this fact holds out to them, 


and, finally let them keep themselves in readiness for 
the proceeding by means of which they can both help 
themselves and contribute to a renewed blossoming of 
the Turkish Empire.” 

Surely God was bringing the blind by a way they 
knew not and was making darkness light, for their 
road lay not through the blossoming of the Turkish 
Empire but through its drying up. God often achieves 
his end in a way different from that chosen by his 
helpers. 

When Baron Rothschild was looking ‘over Galilee 
in one of his new established colonies he cried to his © 
agent in a fit of enthusiasm, “Buy it every acre, buy 
it at any price,” all oblivious of the fact that God 
had promised that the captive daughter of Zion shall 
be “redeemed without money” (Isa. 52:3). Neither 
English gold nor Jewish gold was necessary. “I gave 
Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba’. . . for thee. 
Since thou wast precious in my sight, . . . I have 
loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and 
people for thy life” (Isa. 43:3, 4). And what a cost 
in men-and peoples in the greatest earthquake tha: 
ever shook the nations°and yet accomplished nothing 
save to réturn the land of promise to the seed of Abra- 
ham and shake the bands from the neck of captive 


_ Zion and bring her seed from the east and gather them 


from the west to say to the north “Give up” and to ~ 
the south, “Keep not back: bring my sons from far, 


and my daughters from the ends of the earth’! 


“Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and tHe 
deaf that have ears, Let all the nations be gathered 
together, and let the. people be assembled [as they 
were in Paris]: who among them can declare this,” 
though fifty-four of the sixty-three national units of the 
world’s government signed on the dotted line the docu- 
ment that restored the home land to “the man of wan- 
dering foot and-weary breast”; though for centuries they 
knew the purpose of ‘God to restore Israel to this land 
the only land on record deeded. in fee ‘simple to any 
people by Jehovah. --None of thefit up to this time had © 
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ever said “Restore.” Isaiah 42:14 to 43:13 is the 
true Magna Charta of Zionism. 

Some think that Isaiah 40 to 45 deals only with 
Cyrus the Great and the first restoration from Baby- 
lon. It does clearly refer to Cyrus and the first re- 
turn, but much of it goes far beyond that. It refers 
to John the Baptist (40: 3-5), and to the Lord Jesus, 
the Servant, who will not fail nor grow discouraged 
till he has set justice in the earth (Isa. 42: 1-4). 
So the return under Cyrus becomes the pledge of the 
final return when “the Lord shall set his hand again 
the second time to recover the remnant of his people.” 
The people of that day could scarcely be called blind, 
for many of them “understood by books the number 
of the years,” and the deliverer’s name. Nor was it 
a time when Jehovah had long time held his peace, 
for the prophet’s voice was heard continually both in 
Babylon and Palestine. But the voice of God in the 
present crisis is the answer to those who have com- 
plained that he has long time kept silence, and perhaps 
the most solemn thing about it all is that in 
spite of the fact that God has spoken, his voice is 
unheeded, 

When God would first establish theocracy in the 
world, proud Pharaoh met the prophet’s challenge 
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with, “I know not Jehovah, neither will I obey his 
voice,” and the refusal to heed the prophet’s sign, a 
deluge of blood, brought to his ears the croaking of 
frogs through all his land. Now, a world that has 
refused to hear the voice of God in the World War 
is echoing with the croakings of false prophets on 
every hand all oblivious that these false prophesyings 
are but the signals ieading them on to Armageddon. 
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of 
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
... working miracles to gather them to-the battle of 
that great day’ of God Almighty.” 

How alert the bride’s ear should be to catch above 
all the din the last whispered summons of the bride- 
groom, “Behold, I come as a thief,” before he has 
gathered them “into a place called in the Hebrew 
tongue Armageddon”! (Rev. 16:16.) How solemn 
these last words! but he who says, “I have declared, 
and have saved, and I have shewed” in the drying up 
of the Turkish Empire also declares the coming storm 
and his power to keep from “the hour of trial, that 
hour which is to come upon the whole world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth.” 

Wicuita, Kan. 
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Reading History from a Cross Section of Rubbish 


How the story told by Kirjath-repher’s debris exactly accords with the Pentateuch and the Prophets 
By Melvin-Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D., President of Xenia Theological Seminary, and Archeo- 


logical Editor of The Sunday School Times 








May 14. 
HE breaks and irregularity in the daily routine 
come by reason of our transacting our business 
in Jerusalem, nearly seventy miles away by the 
roundabout way that the automobile must go. “Go- 
ing to Jerusalem,” and returning to camp, thus oc- 
cupies a large place.in the weeks. Added to this is 
the entertainment of visitors, Mukhtars, distinguished 
gentlemen of the community round about us who 
must be treated with courtesy — Oriental courtesy — 
which consumes much time, besides the exhibition of 
the discoveries to visitors scientific and otherwise who 
come to see what has been found. 

The story of all the visits would be superfluous and 
wearisome, but one, a few days since, is of great in- 
terest to all who read this story, as well as to us who 
live it. Pére Vincent, the greatexpert on Palestinian 
culture, paid us a visit of a whole day, and inspected 
our work and considered our conclusions with his 
usual thoroughness, It will be as gratifying to readers 
of these letters as it is to us, to know that he fully 
concurred in our interpretation of the various finds 
and of the exact corroboration which is here given 
to the historical records in the Word. He even 
showed us some things which we had missed. He was 
most enthusiastic over the contribution that this place 
is making to the progress of knowledge of the life 
and culture of Bible Lands. _ 

Now while I have been doing business in Jerusalem 
and spending much time riding back and forth, a great 
‘many things have come to light that have not yet been 
mentioned in these letters. Before again taking up 
the daily record, I must endeavor to catch up with 
these, and so have all the readers of the Times catch 

too. 

I shall endeavor to gather together in one article 
a large number of small finds: so that all may see their 
significance, 

We have already seen that the second, or last, 
Israelite city was well built and, indeed, well planned. 
It had well arranged and sometimes great houses and 
streets convenient for the life of the city. Now, in 
widening the area that we have been removing, by 
extending it to the north, a new street has appeared, 
manifestly coming directly up from the great east 
gate through the city. It is a wide, well-paved chariot 
street, certainly the “Main Street” of the whole city. 
The main stréet ought to lead to the Civic Center, 
as we love to call such things in these days. To- 
morrow we are going to extend our excavations along 
that great street toward the highest point of the Tell, 
in the hope that we may come to some public building, 
a palace, the citadel, or what not. 

_If that chariot street could tell us its history, what 
kings have ridden along it, what others perhaps have 


been dragged along at the chariot wheels, and what * 


dreadful doings were here when Sennacherib devas- 
tated the land and, at the dreadful last, when Nebuchad- 
nezzar destroyed this city!’ We are only beginning 
to realize how little of the great world events the 
Bible recounts in a senténce. It tells of conquests in 
a dozen words. 

Alongside of this chariot street, and quite near the 
two dyehouses of this same. second. Israelite city, is 
a great cistern. Probably it was from this cistern 
that water was piped in the great stone water tank 


to supply the dyehouses. It is indeed a great reservoir, 
about thirty-five feet deep and nearly the same width 
at the widest part, with a capacity of about 35,000 
gallons. Even if Kirjath-sepher may not have had a 
living source of water within the walls, a few such cis- 
terns would subsist it for one season, and the next sea- 
son the supply would be renewed. 

Another feature of this cistern is, however, of 
extraordinary interest. Our great modern cities, which 
boast so much of their modernness, have very elab- 
orate arrangements for water supply, including, in 
most cases, a settling basin in which the water is 
purified before distribution, though some of them 
still seem to go on the principle that water should be 
both food and drink. We are wont to think of these 
settling basins as an entirely modern refinement in the 
interest of cleanliness and good health, —a preventive 
device. Formerly, even in our lifetime, it was not so. 
Alas, again, for our boasted modernness! This great 
cistern at Kirjath-sepher had beside it a settling basin 
into which the water was first drained from the roofs 
and from which, after settling, it was drained off 
from the top into the cistern. The settling basin was 
shallow and could be cleaned frequently, after every 
rainfall and before the next one. 

Another great cistern in this same level employed 
a different settling device. A drainage canal led into 
the cistern made with a slight upward gradient, .so 
that the pipe itself formed a trap for the settling of 
the water as it ran into the cistern. 

Some days ago we found and reported a home, or 
family, altar with four horns, after the fashion of 
Israelite altars. Ii was a very small altar suitable 
only for private home use. Now there comes to light 
from the same stratum of the times of the Judges a 
little ceremonial lamp perched upon the top of a little 
pedestal and just suited in size for use at such a fam- 
ily altar. It probably was used at such. What kind 
of Cotter’s Saturday Night is suggested in Israelite 
homes by this little relic of home religion? Such 
might have been certainly the home ef Elkanah and 
Hannah where, as so often now, the mother seems to 
have most of the religion. I have known such mothers, 
~who raised such sons as Samuel. 

And here is a basketful of relics of iron from the 
great cistern of the plaza of the second Israelite city, 
probably about the eighth century B. C. A sorry 
looking lot these relics are. To the uninitiated the 
archeologist seems to have a lot of imagination! — 
and he has; but it is imagination that sees things as 
they were and not things which never were. This 
flat three-cornered bit was certainly the head of a 
lance, broken probably on some poor fellow’s bones. 
These great chunks of iron, so eaten by the rust, must 
have been some iarge tool, perhaps a‘ sledge hammer. 
The heavy bars of iron might have been any one of 
many different tools or weapons, while these curved 
pieces are undoubtedly parts of great iron rings, for 
what purpose, who knows? If a blacksmith’s shop 
of the present day lay at the bottom of a cistern in the 
mud for 3,500 years, would not instruments or tools 
of our best mechanical skill look like these? This 
other bit with a hook at the end might have been a 
pike for pulling down the enemy’s works. Altogether 
these fragments make a poor showing, as poor perhaps 
as we would make 3,500 years hence. This ax head 
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is undoubted, but for what purpose? It may have 
been used in the peaceful work of some carpenter; it 
Ro 4 Pre been to split open the head of an enemy, 

g : 

More pleasing and pacific are these fragments of 
iron sickles, some with the rivets still present which 
fastened the blade to the wooden handle, and in one 
instance a sliver of the wood still clings. . Around 
about us are scores of men and women and boys and 
girls using just such sickles with which to cut their 
poor sirocco-burned harvest. And these plowshares, 
broken, indeed, but complete in fragments, have also 
traces of the wood upon which the share was fitted. 
When we came here in’ April, the farmers were still 
plowing for dura, the great summer crop of corn; 
they were using plows with just such shares as these. 

Now we have gotten down to the Canaanite level 
in the ruins of the ancient city. The gruesome marks 
of the burning by Othniel are most suggestive of the 
terrible conflict that raged here for months, perhaps 
for years, before this old fortress fell into the hands 
of the Israelites. So completely did they destroy the 
Canaanite city in this part near the gate that at first 
it was well nigh impossible to get any idea of the 
character of the city at all. Not until William the 
Scribe, the surveyor, puts his compass and his level 
upon these walls, will we be able clearly to discover 
the plan of the houses. Little by little, however, it 
soon appeared that the Israelites, finding some Ca- 
naanite walls protruding above the débris, utilized 
them and carried them up as the walls of their own 
houses. These re-used walls were much better build- 
ing than that done by the Israelites themselves. -Im- 
mediately below this Israelite city, Bronze-Age pottery 
at once begins to appear, indeed, the Israelites came 
in at the transition from the Bronze Age to the Iron 
Age and sometimes there is slight admixture of 
pottery. ; 

Director Albright has gone to Jerusalem on busi- 
ness. The Teacher, Professor Montgomery, is away 
in northern Palestine and Syria. Dr. Schmidt, whom 
the workmen call the Jew, is visiting the work at 
Ain Shems and, as the Hakim is driving the car to 
Jerusalem, the Egyptian Scribe, William, and I are 
alone. It is a good time-for quiet meditation. Per- 
haps, if I ruminate aloud, it may convey some thoughts 
not so well expressed otherwise. It may seein a 
resumé and a confession of faith. Some people al- 
ways have a fear that when anyone wanders into that 
circle of the ‘unknown which surrounds us he will 
surely be lost. “I have stuck unto thy testimonies.” 
They are continually corroborated, as the following 
resumé will show. 

Excavation at Tell Beit Mirsim, now identified with 
Biblical Kirjath-sepher, is being carried on by Xenia 
Theological Seminary, St., Louis, Mo., in co-operation 
with The American School of Oriental Research, at 


Jerusalem. Work was begun in 1926 when the walls 


were traced and the gates opened. Here was a great 
Canaanite and Israelite fortress with absolutely con- 
tinuous history from at least 2000 B. C. down to 600 
B. C. and destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. 

This year the work was resumed. A cross section 
near the East gate, the chariot entrance to the city, 
about 4,000 square meters in extent is carried right 
down from the top of the Tell to the bottom to af- 
ford a complete conspectus of the history of civiliza- 
tion and culture of the Bronze Ages, the Canaanite 
and Patriarchal period, and later the Iron Ages, the 
Israelite period, particularly of the Judean kings. 

Kirjath-sepher was a typical fortress of ancient 
Palestine, the walls, about forty-two feet high, and 
the gates displayed great and advance engineering skill. 
The city showed great industrial development,_espe- 
cially in the period of Judean kings, particularly 
ceramics, textile factories, and wool-dyeing establish- 
ments. Immense cisterns cut in the solid rock under- 
neath the city supplied the inhabitants and the indus- 
tries. Cisterns were fitted with settling basins for 
purifying water. Hundreds of objects of industry and 
cult have been found. -A number of inscriptions of 
the time of Judean kings, one ascribed: to Jehoiachin, 
we identifies Nebuchadnezzar as the destroyer of 
the city. ; : 

There is a most remarkably complete history of 
Palestinian culture in this long period (2000-600 B. C.), 
not equaled anywhere else in Palestinian excavations. 
The history thus. exhibited exactly accords with: the 
representations of the Pentateuch and the Prophets, 
early -and‘ late, and is incapable of counterfeit at:a 
later period —before the science of archeology was 
developed. : pe 

Work here also gives the most exact confirmation of 
the pottery chronology, the science of pottery, in Pales- 
tine. At each successive level as the work progressed, 
the pottery ran absolutely true to form. Moreover, an 
exact date in the civilization is found for the Con- 
quest by Joshua, which thus becomes a fixed point 
from which other events may be reckoned backward 
and forward. It occurred at the very beginning of the 
Early Iron Age and transition from the Bronze Age, 
which varied slightly in different places in the land, 
but was about the end of the thirteenth and the begin- 
ning of the twelfth century B. C. A great layer of 
burning marks this in the débris, Everything below 
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that-is of the Bronze Ages and Canaanite; and every- 
thing above that burned level is of the lron Age.or 
a transition from Bronze Age and is Israelite. 

The work this year has been most-successful. . And 
there is just found a great chariot street. leading 
through the center of the city. Alongside this street 
is a building with walls four feet thick. The follow- 
ing of that strreet must be left to the next season. 

Thus the Biblical account is continually and increase 
ingly corroborated. ~ 

KirJATH-SEPHER. 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


Christ Jesus: who... made himself of no 
reputation (Phil. 2: 5-7). 


HE EMPTIED (ekenosen) himself, of the glory and 
power. In the light of such a transcendent re- 
nunciation, is it a wonder’ that the apostle Paul. sol- 
emnly abjured man’s wisdom lest he should empty 
the cross of Christ, — “lest the cross of Christ should 
be made of none effect” (kenothe), or “reputation”? 
(1 Cor. 1:17.) Would that the twentieth century 
modernist, who certainly has emptied and eviscerated 
the teaching of the cross of all significance and power, 
might exhibit the same self-restraint: would that he 
too might make an emptying, a kenosis, of the wisdom 
of words! 

The first letter to the Corinthians was written 
directly after Paul’s address at Athens, — that model 
sermon, tolerant, poetic, apt in quotation, full of 
charm, but with no mention of Christ other than as 
a “man” raised from the dead. Some think that Paul 
had been invited to expound his philosophy in™the 
University of Athens and that this was a sort of trial 
address or lecture before the fathers of the city. But 
it was clearly without large power in conversions and 
at Corinth the apostle made a clean sweep of worldly- 
wise utterance and methods. But who could conceive 
of Paul as for long a professor? A “chair” could 
never symbolize his restless zeal, his interest in the 
regions beyond. And yet when one recalls the fact, 


he did lecture every day for two years in the school: 


of the rhetorician, Tyrannus, at Ephesus, and the 
Epistle to the Romans is thought, by some to have 
been the ripe fruit of this period of analysis and 
exposition. An apostle, however, was not supposed 
to settle down in any place permanently. It is for 
this reason that James, the brother of the Lord, be- 
came the head of the church in Jerusalem rather than 
any of the twelve. 

Hereafter there was to be no caution, no gradual 
approach to his theme of the Son of God raised in 
power. “Henceforth,” he writes from Corinth, “know 
we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know 
we him no more.” This should be taken in connec- 
tion with the phrase “that man whom he hath or- 
dained” (Acts 17:31). 

It is noticeable that Paul, though in the neighbor- 
hood of Athens at various times, is not known ever 
to have revisited that capital of culture. Was it 
because he had a cenviction that the cultivated repre- 
sented barren ground for spiritual seed? “Not many 
wise men after the flesh” is another refrain in the first 
Corinthian Epistle. The kenosis of human wisdom 
seems to have been needed in the modernists of the 
first century, too, before the Spirit of God could work. 
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The Bible’s Testimony to 
Its Authority 


By William H. Richie 


HE testimony of Jesus Christ to the reliability 
and vital importance of the Old Testament was 
frequent, definite, and final. 

In Luke .16:.19-31 we have Christ’s report of the 
rich man suffering undef God’s judgment, who wanted 
a messenger sent back to earth to warn his brethren. 
But Abraham said, “If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be- persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead.” Supreme importance was thus 
given to believing the written message of Moses. and 
the prophets. And to the Jews, Jesus said (John 
5:46), “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me.” 

Again after his resurrection Christ said (Luke 24: 
44-48) that it behooved him to accomplish all things 
“which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the psalms,” thus endorsing these 
three great subdivisions of the Hebrew Old Testa- 
mient. 


Christ’s Own Words.—(1) Christ said his words 
were permanent: “Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but my words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 
(2) He said his words were vital: “The words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” 
(John 6:63). (3) A knowledge of his words he 
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said was necessary. to<true discipleship: “If ye. con- 
tinue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
and. ye shall: know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free” (John-8:-31, 32). (4) And his words are final, 
they will judge the unbeliever: “He that rejecteth 
me and receiveth- riot my words, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have spoken, the same’ shall 
judge him in the last day” (John 12: 48). 


Testimony of the Apostles—(1) Paul, the great 
apostle to the Gentiles, in. writing to his friend Tim- 
othy, reminded him that “from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” And then he adds a profoynd truth — 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
fof instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:15, 16). 
Though Paul was referring to the Scriptures that 
the Jewish nation had recognized as authoritative, 
which were in the Old Testament, this truth holds 
good for the-writings that the Christian Church has 
recognized as inspired, which now comprise the New 
Testament. Paul exhorts the Christians of Colosse 
(Col. 3:16), “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly”; and to the Romans (Rom. 10:17) he said, 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God’; and again (Rom. 15: 4), “Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the scrip- 
tures might have te 

(2) Peter gives his testimony to the life-giving 
power of God’s truth, in that the Christian believer 
had been “born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 


incorruptible, by .the..word of :God, which liveth and -° 
abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23), ; 

Christ Used the Scriptures—(1) To meet tempta- 
tion with God’s facts and promises. When tempted 
by the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, the Lord Jesus himself met Satan’s 
temptation and misuse of the Scriptures with the cor- 
rect use of God’s message with “It is written” (Matt. 
4: I-11). 

(2) To correct error and the traditions of men. 


-Christ rebuked the Pharisees for their traditions con- 


cerning gifts to parents, thus “making the word of 
God of none effect through your traditions” (Mark 


7:13). 

(3) To point others to himself. To the perplexed ; 
disciples on the way to Emmaus, “He expounded. . . 
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” 
(Luke 24:27). To the Jews he suggested that they 
“search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they. are they. which testify of me” 
(John 5:39). In this day we do well to heed Christ’s 
word of echo from the Law, “Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4: 4). 


The Apostles Used the Scriptures —The. Word. of 
God spoken by the apostles or quoted from the Old 
Testament was: primarily to bring men to. God- (Acts 
2:41; 3:22). Note the record we have of its power . 
in Jerusalem (Acts 12:24), and later on in Ephesus 
(Acts 19/20), “so mightily grew the word of God 
and prevailed.” Thus it pointed men to Christ, and 
convicted them of sin and of the need of the Saviour. 
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Surprises for the Primary Department 











Behind the Screens 


By Nell Beach Yohe 








COUNTY Sunday-school officer recently gave 

me a list of names of Sunday-school workers 
who were doing unusual work. After the name of 
Miss B— was the cryptic sentence, “Shows decided 
originality in Primary work.” That remark seemed 
well worth following up. 

One bleak winter day we drove up to the busy mill 
town of ——. A straggling line of chemical mills, 
closely hugging the Monongahela River bank, belched 
forth their acrid smoke over the residential sections 
of the town. Many of the homes seemed to spill 
down over the steep hillside. The tan brick church 
showed the effects of the grime and dust; even the 
Primary room looked dingy and forlorn, and my heart 
sank within me. But just then Miss B—, a slender 
young girl with an alert air, came to greet me and 
we sat down to-chat before the lesson began. 

I asked Miss B— about her Primary plans. 

“Well, Primary plans are to me much the same 
as the making of.a frock,” she answered. “If I wished 
to make a frock I would consult a friend who had 
made one successfully, and I would certainly examine 
it in minute detail. My next step would to buy 
a pattern, and laying the pattern on my material I 
would cut out my gariment. Then would come the 
fitting of the frock to suit my special needs, the tak- 
ing in of a tuck here, letting out of a seam there, and 


last but not least, the adding of an individual touch” 


to make it distinctive. 

“Now I think Primary work is a good deal like 
making this frock. I study the Primary class of some 
one who has made a success of her work, then I send 
on to Sunday-school headquarters for a working plan 
or pattern and any material they may suggest to add 
to my work. Then comes my fitting and planning to 
suit the work to my individual needs. Every Sunday 
I work out a Primary program in detail and give a 
copy of it to my assistant. The individual touch at 
present happens to be screen work, and you can judge 
of this for yourself.” 

She showed me an inexpensive, three-leaved screen 
covered with monks’ cloth drawn taut and fastened 
with large-headed upholsterers’ tacks. A sheet of 
manila paper covered two parts.of the. screen and upon 
it the Golden Text, with its reference, was written in 
bright-colored crayons. As we. proceeded with the 
lesson the children were told that the screen, which 
had been folded in two parts, was to represent a closed 
book, the Bible, and it would now be opened to our 
Golderi Text. Over and over again the chiJdren were 
drilled on the text. 

Then the back of the three-leaved screen was ex- 
posed to our view. There was another sheet of 
manila paper, and on it a pastoral scene drawn in 
gay-colored crayons. A brook wound its way between 
bolders, and near by were grassy hillsides where a 
flock of sheep was grazing peacefully. This was to 
be the setting for the Twenty-Third Psalm. The 
child who could repeat the Psalm most perfectly was 
to have a shepherd’s crook and costume; and, stand- 
ing before the class, was to lead them in the drill. 


A bright-faced little lad of eight years was. chosen, 
and he passed behind the screen for a moment, where 
the assistant dressed him in the garments of a Bible 
shepherd. That little shepherd veritably led his flock, 
time after time, through’ the verbal mazes of the 
Twenty-Third Psalm. ' 

The screen was turned once more, and depicted a 
lovely hillside scene, which the assistant had thumb- 
tacked on, and the little shepherd, like David of old, 
once more lifted up his voice in the repeating of 
that comforting One Hundred and Twenty-First 
Psalm: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth.” ; 

I thought what a priceless heritage these children 
were receiving and how very, very much the acces- 
sories do help. 

“Why, it isn’t work, it’s a game,” answered the 
little Primary shepherd boy,. when I interviewed him..- 

After the children had filed quietly out we continued 
our talk. 

“But what are we teachers going to do who haven't 
the gift of drawing?” I asked. 

“Well, in my case,-I teach Primary work in day 
school and the drawing teacher was very glad to 
carry out my plans. Even if I were in another town, 
I should find a way. There is always some one ina 
small town who has the gift of drawing and who 
would be only too glad to give his services.” 

And then Miss B— showed me the threefold pic- 
ture of the Christmas scene to be. The wooden frame 
was to be banded in laurel and the teacher had cut out 
greeh paper pine trees, to paste on the background. 
On one panel there was a silver star guiding the 
three wise men from the East, and on another panel 
the Christ Child was pictured in the manger. They 
had cut the figures from some old Primary Roll 
colored pictures and pasted them on the screen paper. 
A leader was to be chosen and dressed as one of the 
three wise men to lead the class in the story of the 
birth of the Christ Child (Luke 2: 7-20). 

This wise teacher sometimes has two leaders, a 
boy and a girl, and these first leaders are always given 
the Bible reference several weeks before and drilled 
until they are worthy shepherds of the class. 

At Easter time, a spring scene was placed on the 
screea and the children were drilled in the verses tell- 
ing of the resurrection. In her work, Miss B— tries 
to make the costumes as true to life as she possibly 
can, in order that the’ children may have not only an 
accurate picture of the times, but a setting that Will 
help them remember the Bible references. The. gar- 
ments were made of cheesecloth, by”the mothers of 
the children, and were loose flowing robes that could be 
adjusted to the different ages. 

As we drove slowly homeward, the Practical One 
remarked with a twinkle in his eye, “I should say that 
screen stunt was one of the individual touches in Miss 
B—’s Sunday-school frock, wouldn’t you?” And I 
agreed that it certainly was. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword : 

“Half a proper gardener’s work is done upon his 
knees.” —Kipling. 
The Historical Setting 

Paul was in Ephesus from October, A. D. 53 to 
January, A. D. 56 (Acts 19:9, 10). In the autumn 
of A. D. 55 he sent his first Epistle to Corinth, in- 
tending at that time to remain in Ephesus till Pente- 
cost, A. D. 56 (1 Cor. 16:8), and then to go to 
Corinth via Macedonia. Later, however, he became 
convinced that the importance of the work in Asia 
demanded a longer stay there, and the first plan was 
accordingly modified, 


Verse by Verse 

Chapter. 1:10.—Through the name, Compare Ro- 
mans 1271 and Philippians 2:1. In each case Paul 
grounded his appeal on the most potent considera- 
tion he could present to his readers, and that was the 
love of Christ. The same thing. In contrast with 
the “I am of Paul,” and the like, of verse 12, Com- 
pare Philippians 2:2. Mind or disposition. Judg- 
ment or opinion. 

Verse 11.—Chioe. Apart from this reference noth- 
ing is known of this woman. Those of her house- 
hold may be sons, in which case Chloe was probabl 
a Christian herself. Or they may be slaves, in whic 
case she may quite well have been a heathen. In 
either case, she probably lived at Ephesus where this 
Epistle was written. With his conspicuous tact Paul 
would hardly have reported in these terms upon any 
information he had received as to matters in Corinth 
from members of the church there. 

Verse 12.—I am of Paw; ... and I of Christ. 
These designations are not used of any parties actually 
at this time formed and existing among the Cor- 
inthian Christians, but as representing. a spirit that 
was already abroad among them and that would in- 
evitably result in schism unless checked. Paul be- 
gins by rebuking those who were. making use of his 
name to depreciate other workers and teachers. -A 
very needful example this for us to ponder and apply 
in our Sunday-school work. J of Apollos. From 
16: t2 it seems that Apollos was aware of the way 
in which his own eloquent and forceful speech was 
being used in detraction of Paul. That was why he 
was unwilling to go to Corinth at that time lest he 
should do anything to increase such an unhappy 
spirit, I of Christ. These words seem to apply to 
those who make ‘a merit of not being attached to any 
human teacher. Such are in danger of slighting those 
who are really God’s servants, as in this case they 
di¢ Paul (cf. 2 Cor. 10:7-11).. 

Verse 13.—/s Christ divided? The majesty of the 
Lord Jesus is here set in vivid contrast with the ab- 
surd notion expressed in the verb. Was Paul crucified? 
Here the meanness of even an apostle is set against 
the wonder of redeeming love seen in the death of 
Christ: There seems also to be underlying the ex- 
pression yet another thought. If Paul had been cru- 
cified he would have been a dead man, of no more 
use in the world except as a rapidly receding memory. 
Christ, on the other hand, though crucified, is alive 
forevermore, ‘ent Fam : 

Chapter 3:5.—What then is Apollos The then 
fag ‘. the preceding verses in which Paul 
has pointed out that these names, including his own, 
are being used by these Christians as party badges to 
which they gave all their allegiance and often very 
fanatically. 

Verse 6—Apollos watered. He had been sent over 
to Corinth at his own request (Acts 18:27) after 
Paul had left, and he remained there preaching dur- 
ing Paul’s journeying through upper Asia (Acts 19: 
1). God gave the increase. Made the plant to grow. 
The gardener can only assist nature. He can see 
to it that as far as possible his plants fulfill the 
conditions. But life and growth remain forever out- 
side his power. So in the spiritual realm. We min- 
isters and teachers can help our pupils to understand 
something of the conditions of salvation. But the 
ultimate work is God’s. This is a humbling but at 
the same time encouraging recollection. It is hum- 
bling because it recalls to us our own helplessness, 
and it is encouraging because it assures us that our 
responsibility is limited to our part of the task. The 
mighty miracle of the new birth and of the growth 
of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23) is always 
retained in God’s own hands. 

Verse 8—He that planteth and... watereth, This 
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Devotional : Eph. 4; 1-6. 
Primary Topic : Paul Writes a Letter to His Friends. 


Lesson Material; 1 Cor. x to 4. 
Memory Verse: Be ct peace among yourselves.— x Thess, 


2 
Junior Teste: Paul Writes a Good Letter to His Friends, 
Lesson Material ; 1 Cor. x to 4. 

Memory Verse: x Thess. 5: 13. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul Urges Team Work. 
bars | Ng People and Adults: Paul Pleads for Christian “ 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
I 330-13; 3: 5-11, 21-23 


1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of 
our Lord Je Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that th be no ! divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfected together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. 11 For it, hath been signified unto me concern- 
ing you, my brethren, by them that are of the household 
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now 
this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ, 13? Is 
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye 
baptized into the name of Faul? 


3:5 What then is Apollos? and what is Paul? Ministers 
through whom ye believed; and each as the Lord gave to 
him. 6 I planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the in- 
crease. 7 So then neither js he that planteth anything, 
neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 
8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: but 
each shall receive his own reward according to his own 
labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow-workers: ye are God's 
*’ husbandry, God’s building. 

1@ According to the grace of God which was given unto 
me, as a wise masterbuilder 1 laid a foundation; and 
another buildeth thereon. But let each man take heed 
how he buildeth thereon. 11 For other foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

21 Wherefore let no one glory in men. For all things are 
yours; 22 whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come; all are yours; 23 and ye are Christ’s; and Christ 
is God's. 

1Gr., schisms. *%Or, Christ is divided! Was Paul 
crucified for you? *Gr., tilled land, 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the’ American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sone 








refers primarily to Paul and Apollos. There seems 
never to have been any least sign of friction or diffi- 
culty between these two. Again this is a lofty ideal 
for us Christian workers to set before ourselves. 
Children are artful little profiteers, and delight to 
play off one teacher against another. We need prayer- 
fully to remind ourselves that loyalty to Christ in- 
volves loyalty to those with whom we are associated 
in work for him. If we cannot for any reason con- 





Other Foundation 


By Amos R. Wells 


OME have built on philosophy, and reasoned of 
this and that: syllogisms in ordered rows and 
logic precise and pat, argument hard as a granite 
floor and firm. as an iron band; but as fast as the 
house above it rose, philosophy sank in the sand. 
Others have built on feeling, on sentiment, fashion, 
and whim, on music and pictures and ritual, on cen- 
ser and candle and hymn. The feeling was sweet 
and fragrant, and languidly, mistily true, but the 
house that was built on it tumbled when the wind of 
affication blew. And others have built on dogma, 
the things that the sages said, maxims and rules of 
an olden time and a wisdom long since dead, formu- 
lae, dicta, traditions, that once stood jauntily well; 
but they grew decrepit and crumbled, and the build- 
ing upon them fell. Still others built upon persons, 
Apollos and Peter and Paul, on heroes and saints 
and martyrs, a goodly company all; but human 
foundations are shifting and weak as the watery 
waves, and the edifice reared upon them collapsed 
into dusty graves. And others have built on a 
framework, fitted with marvelous skill, intricate 
_ beams and braces and each with a part toxfulfill, 
each the other supporting with seasoned and com- 
petent oak; but the whole of the building toppled 
when one of the trusses broke. O Jesus, only 
Foundation! immovable Corner-stone, on thee we 
have reared our building, and rest upon thee alone. 
The tempest may beat upon it through the night and 
the turbulent day, and the building on Jesus founded 
abides forever and aye. 











scientiously maintain that loyalty we should not con- 
tinue the association. We are to co-operate with onc 
another to get pupils into the kingdom. Our business 
is not to attract the little folks to ourselves but to 
the Lord. 

His own reward,. These rewards are to be distrib- 
uted at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). 
‘Such rewards are in strict proportion to results gained, 
and greater than they seem to merit (cf. Luke 19: 17). 
Four specific classes of reward are mentioned: (1) 
The crown of life for endurance (Jas. 1:12; Rev. 2: 
10); (2) The crown of righteousness for encounters 
with the enemy (2 Tim. 4:7, 8); (3) The crown of 
rejoicing for earnestness in soul winning (1 Thess. 
2:19); (4) The crown of glory for usefulness in 
edifying believers (1 Pet. 5:4). 

_ Verse 9.—God’s. Note the threefold emphatic repe- 
tition of this word. It is even more emphatic in the 


Greek than it is possible to make it in the English. . 


Fellow-workers. Each worker is first of all a fellow 
worker with God; then secondly and because of this 
he is a fellow worker with all other such. But note 
that the latter is secondary and derived, while the 
former is primary. God’s building. This figure in- 
troduces that to which Paul is about to turn as set- 
ting forth the different kinds of teaching that will 
be tested before the rewards can be given. 


Verse 10—The grace of God. Whatever we are 
enabled to do it is not of ourselves, it is of God. So 
Paul again puts God in the forefront because of what 
he is next to say as to the practical wisdom with 
which he inaugurated the work among them. Wise 
or skillful. The proof of this clause was in his lay- 
ing a foundation. The unskillful master builder lays 
none (Luke 6:49). The foundation is Jesus Christ: 
objectively, the facts of redemption; subjectively, the 


reception of him and of his work by faith. As | 


Bishop Bickersteth has it in his favorite hymn: 


They preach His birth, His life, His cross, 
The love of His atonement, 

For whom they count the world but loss, 
His Easter, His enthronement. 


To the six points which the Bishop enumerates may 
be added a seventh—his coming again. All our 
teaching must present those facts to the pupil’s mind 
over and over again. ' 

Verse 21.—Let no one glory in men. Compare 1: 
31. For all things. Human teachers and leaders are 
God’s gifts to the church. The gift is nothing apart 
from the Giver. It has been said that success in 
foreign missionary work is measured by how long 
it takes for a newly formed church to become inde- 
pendent of the missionary. The same principle applies 
to the _Sunday-school and indeed to all departments 
of Christian work. It is only a feeble tree that has 
to be stayed up by external props. The strong tree 
is stayed upon its own roots. We are doing poor 
work if we are only getting our pupils to lean upon 
us, or even upon the school for their stability and 
growth. They need to learn to rely only on Christ. 
For we cannot always be near them. Christ_can. 
We might fail them in example or sympathy. Christ 
never will. And such an attitude will not lead them 
to depreciate their school or their teacher, but rather 
the better to appraise them both. 


A Lesson Ouiline 
I. The workers 


1. God. Makes the garden and the gardeners 
and the plants. 


2. The gardeners plant and tend (cf. Gen. 2:15). 


3. Their reward, God’s increase in his people. 
Means fellowship with God in 


(1) Effort 
(2) Fruition 
II. The work 
1. The plants — vitality and beauty. 
2. The house — stability, fixity. 
Golden Topics : 
(1) Christian unity, based upon the supremacy of 
God over all human agents. 
(2) Christian service and its rewards. The re- 
ward for work is more work (cf. Luke 19:17). 
(3) There is all the difference in the world between 
a good team and a team of good players. 
The Practical Aim 


The impact of this lesson will be first of all on 
our own hearts. But the same message is needed 
for the pupils to be applied according to our knowl- 
edge of their circumstances and ages. 
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Lesson for September 16 
x Corinthians:.: to 4 


Final Word 
Lord of the living harvest 


s That whitens o’er, the plain, 


' Where angels soon shall gather 
Their sheaves of golden grain; 
Accept these hands to labor, 
These hearts to trust and love; 
And deign, O Lord, to hasten 
Thy kingdom from above. 


‘As laborers in Thy vineyard, 
Send us out, Christ, to be 
Content to bear the burden. 
Of weary days for Thee. 
We ask: no other: wages, 
When Thou. shalt call us Home, 
But to have shared Thy travail, 
And see Thy kingdom come. 
—J. S. B. Monsell, 
Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 


ve 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and: accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members: of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT reason have we for supposing that this let- 
ter we are studying was not the first Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians? 


2. Where was Paul when he wrote this letter? 
3. What was the purpose of the letter? 


4. What are the two main themes of this letter, still 
of vital interest to the whole Christian Church? 


5. About how long after the resurrection had taken 
place was this letter written? 


6. What does this letter reveal of Corinth, in Paul’s 
time 

7. Who was Sosthenes ? 

8. Who was Gaius? : 

9. What more do we know of Stephanas 


10. Why do you suppose Paul spoke of these carnal, 
unspiritual Christians at Corinth as “sanctified”? (Per- 
sonal.) 


11. What teachings of this letter are applicable to 
Christian churches of our time? 


12. Is it possible for two minds to think exactly alike? 


13. Why may it not be unfortunate that there is such 
variety of viewpoint. and of thinking? 


14. In every difference of opinionis there likely some 
fault on both sides? 


15. How can we attain to a unity of spirit? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








Tue PRINcrPLe or APPERCEPTION.—All new 
knowledge and experience are appropriated and 
interpreted through knowledge and experience al- 


; ready acquired, 











LETTER is always written on the. assumption 
of a certain background of common knowledge 


-and experience on the part of the writer and the re-. 
cipient. It is this: that sometimes makes its inter-' 


pretation difficult for a third person. This is no less 
true of the letters in the Scriptures. It almost goes 
without saying that we need the fact record of the 
Acts to enable us to interpret the letter that constitutes 
our lesson. There many of the personal references are 
clarified, and others are illumined. The identification 
of Apollos is clear, but is Sosthenes that ruler of the 
synagogue beaten by the Greeks before the judgment 
seat of Gallio, and has he too, following Crispus his 
predecessor, become not only a Christian but a com- 
panion of the one on whose account he was beaten? 
The reference to Gaius is clearer when we note that 
Paul in closing his letter to the Romans refers to him 
as his host in Corinth. It is interesting, too, that a 
letter itself may furnish the apperceptive basis for 
adequate understanding to those not familiar with 
the circumstances, as the reference to Stephanas in 
chapter one is made more clear by the reference in 
verse fifteen of the closing chapter. The references 
to Aquila and Priscilla in the same chapter take on 
new meaning also in the light of what we learn in the 
eighteenth chapter of the Acts. The reference to 
Timotheus needs for its interpretation also a verse 
or two in the sixteenth of the Acts. 

Concerning the content of the letter we shall be 
more intelligent if we know something, not only of 
the stay of the apostle in Corinth, but something as 
well of the exceeding wickedness of the city out of 
which these Corinthians had been summoned by the 
preaching of the apostle. The knowledge of the teach- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen, 
x. July 1.—The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22:3, 27, 28 
2 July 8—Saul and Stephen .......... Acts 7: 54 to 8:3; 
22:3, 4, 19, 20; 26:4, 5, 9-11; Galatians 1:13, 14 
3. July 15.—The Conversion of Saul : 
Acts 9: 1-19a; 22: 6-16; 1 Corinthians 15 :8 
4 July 22—Saul’s Early Ministry 
Acts 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians x : 15-18 
5. July 29—The First Foreign Missionaries ..Acts 13 : 1-52 
6. August 5.—Paul in a- Pagan Country ..... Acts 14: 1-28 
7- August 12—The Council at: Jerusalem 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8 August 19.—Paul Carries the Gospel Into Europe 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15 
9. August 26.—Paul in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16 : 16-40 
zo. September 2.—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts 17: 1-15; Romans 15 : 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
1x. September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth...Acts 17 : 16 
to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 
12. September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4 
13. September 23—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence. (Temperance Lesson.).1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 
14. September. 30.—Review: Paul the Missionary. 








ings and activities of the Judaizers is also important. 
The Epistle itself helps us to recognize that some of 
its content was in answer to inquiries sent to the 
apostle, -possibly in answer to a previous letter of his 
own (cf, 5: 9-12 with 7:1). ? 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
ne 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Scrappy Churches.—I beseech you, brethren, ... 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be 
perfected together in the same mind (v. 10). The 
Corinthian Christians were apparently what we now- 
adays would call “scrappers.” Perhaps there was 
some excuse (better say reason) for them, as they had 
but recently come out of heathenism. But there is no 
excuse or reascn for “church people” in this day to 
“bark and bite.” The world laughs its head off when 
a lot of the followers of the Gentle Man of. Galilee 
get to making faces at each other and say. and hint 
mean and cutting things, “heaving the religious brick,” 
as Uncle Billy says. I lived in a town once where 
the principal church in the town “split” upon the 
selection ofa minister. Those were my ribald days, 
and I wrote a “pome” on the situation. Don’t be 
alarmed —I am not going to print it here. In the 
“pome” I pictured the glee of “Cute old Nick” as he 
watched these “loving” ones scrap and turn their 
pious (?) trick. As Franklin said.as he signed the 
Declaration of Independence some 153: years ago, “We 
must all hang together or we shall all hang separately.” 
Christians, when they fail to hang together, simply 
hang their religion high up on the community’s bill- 
boards and dead walls of gossip for all the world’s 
ridicule, I had almost said they really hang their 
Master up once again, crucifying him anew. Paul 
would. think so anyway (Heb. 6:6). Note in what 
fine phrase Paul puts the ideal church condition, “Per- 
fected together in the same mind.” What a text for 
a preachment ! 


Drying Up.—I planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase (3:6). This text is beautifully 
illustrated in this Arizona country we are rolling 
through on the “Sunset Limited.” Wherever we see 
fertility it is because of the watering from.the irriga- 
tion ditches. And God gives the increase. The increase, 
be assuréd, is something worthwhile. If you don’t 
believe it, try buying one of these Arizona. irrigated 
farms, The big Roosevelt Dam is out here. Your 
Uncle Samuel built it; The farmer drops some wee 
seeds in the sand, then Uncle Sam comes with his 
watering, and oh, you big yellow honey dews! There 
must be the planting and the watering before God 
can have his pleasure, and ours, with the running 
cantaloupe vines. Who shall say which of the two 
man-handled operations is more important, the plant- 
ing or the watering? This Book we study is the 
greatest seed dropper ever “invented,” if we can be 
permitted to use this word, but the watering process 
is just as necessary in church and Sunday-school for 
a crop, as out here in the melon patches of Arizona 


(Psa. 92:13). Lots of evangelistic seed dries up in’ 


the ground because there is no watering. Years ago 
the Editor and I were spending a Sunday together in 
New York City. Among the Sunday-schools visited 
was that of a church that had for its minister one of 
the most noted men in-the city. There were not over 
twenty scholars in the great Sunday-school room, if 
I remember rightly. The Editor and I had separated 
outside and entered different doors as though we were 
strangers to each other. We both had a surprise 
party. We looked at each other, winked and grinned, 


and faded out. We had just come from the humming ~ 


Sunday-school of Dr. Maltbie Babcock, a little farther 
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uptown. The famous ‘minister with the diminishing 
Sunday-school was noted as a. great “liberal.” Today 
they would call him a “Modernist.” There was no 
watering, and the “garden” had almost dried up. The 
whole church dried up and blew away. A great com- 
mercial building now occupies the site of it. 


Just One Glory.—Wherefore let no one glory in 
men. For all things are yours (v. 21). When they 
were showing us around in California we came to the 
bronze statue of a man. I have forgotten now just 
who he is. We were told it was the only statue ever 
set up in America for a living man. (Since coming 
home I find one in Paterson, N. J., to a living Hebrew 
philanthropist ; one had also been set up to Dr. Edgar 
Fahs Smith at the University of Pennsylvania while 
he was living.) Why do they have to wait until a 
man.is dead before they cast him in bronze or carve 
him. in stone? Well, one of the reasons is given 
right here in our text. “Let no-one glory in men.” 
It is not safe. Many a noble life has spoiled itself 
near its end. Many a man’s life is hid until the law- 
yer reads the will. In Germany right after the war 
they were husy tumbl’ng down statues that had been 
set up to living royalties. It is uncertain to glory in 
men no matter how exalted, and it is to the credit of 
the world that it does not do it; at least in bronze and 
marble. We have a beautiful hymn, “In the cross of 
Christ I glory.” I could have told the California 
man, “There is another Living Man to whom the 
world raises monuments by the thousands, and has 
been doing it for centuries.” I have lovely etchings 
of some of them hung all over my house by Haig, 
Fitton, and Howarth. Down there at Palo Alto is 
the most beautiful monument I have seen in America. 
It is the Leland Stanford University Church. All 
done in the most lovely mosaic. We glory in the God- 
man, our great Kinsman, and through him we have 
found, as Paul has said, “All things are yours.” All 
things are ours, by just dropping the y. Paul was. not 
out for popularity or personal reward. He did not 
want the Corinthians to join Paul and become Paul- 
ists, or join Apollos and become Apollonians, but to 
join Christ and become Christians. Then will fol- 
low, as the night the day, “All things are yours.” 
(See Col. 1:19; 1 John 3:1, 2.) 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa, 

He 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing. and readi carefully a_ leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this ‘department, The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet,’ will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iilustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 

editors, which might otherwise be available. : 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 

full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 

“word “Print.” 

Mlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
y desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 





For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the optional Christmas lesson, Luke 
2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Paul's Last 

Message.” 


How Pentecost Might Have Been Blocked.—There 
are contentions among you (1:11). Suppose that 
on the day of Pentecost the apostles had been criti- 
cizing Peter, do you think the Holy Spirit would 
have worked so miraculously? Imagine John whis- 
pering to James, “It doesn’t seem to me that Peter is 
quite up to himself this morning”; and James reply- 
ing, “I am disappointed myself. This is a representa- 
tive audience, and he lacks polish and finish.” Sup- 
pose Andrew had turned to Matthew and said, “Really 
that is too bad for Peter to be so harsh on the Phari- 
sees and rulers, There are so many other things upon 
which we can agree. I do wish he would avoid all 
controverted subjects.” Do you think that if that 
had been the attitude of the apostles there would have 
been any conversions?—From D. L. Moody. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. 


A Tragic Defeat.—There are contentions among 
you (r:11). A Southerner kept blooded chickens. 
His old Negro servant asked the privilege of taking 
two fighting cocks to a fair where there was to be 
a cock fight with a prize to the winner. The owner 
of the cocks said that he was not interested, but he 
would permit the old Negro -to take the cocks to the 
fight. That night when the servant returned home 
the two cocks were bloody and nearly dead. ‘Sam,” 


said the owner, “I told you those two roosters would — 


get licked.” The old Negro said, “Massa, no other 
rooster done licked dem cocks. Dey did not hab sense 
enough to know dey were on de same side, and dey 
done licked each other.”—From The Watchman-Ex- 
aminer. Sent by Howard M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y. 


The Verdict.—For the word of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it 
is the power of God (1:18). “Once when preaching 
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to.a crowd, I told them of the death of 
Christ; of him who had all power, yet 
came down in abject weakness, and died 
a felon’s death. When I finished one of 
the band said, ‘God was a fool, God was 
a fool, if he had all power and left his 
Son to die like that.’ ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘I 
have that heré,’ and I quoted 1 Corinth- 
ians 1:18. Said I, ‘It is the foolishness 
of God, but it is wiser than the wisdom 
of men.’”—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Emma C. Fisk,.Boon- 
ville, N. Y. 


Are We Such Fellow Workers ?—F or 
we are God’s fellow-workers (3:9). It 
is recorded in connection with the mighty 
revivals of Finney that there was a plain 
farmer to whom God gave the gift of 
prayer. When he learned of the forth- 
coming meetings for Finney in the city, 
he would leave his farm and all his vari- 
ous interests, and, going to the city, en- 
gage a room in some hotel. He gave 
the simple instructions for the hotet clerk 
to send daily a jug of water and a loaf 
of bread and leave it outside his door, and 
on no account to disturb him. Often he 
had prayed through and gone before Fin- 
ney got there. Upon his arrival Finney 
would say, rejoicingly, “Ah, my praying 
friei:d_has been here and gotten the vic- 
tory ; now we shall have a great revival.” 
It never failed—From Finney Revival 
Lectures. Sent by I. L. Lillehei, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Foundations Still Being Laid.—/ 
laid a foundation; and another buildeth 
thereon (3:10). A young physician, a 
graduate from the Oxford University, 
volunteered as a medical missionary for 
Africa. One of his professors who had 
a very high opinion of him said: “It 
is foolish for you to go to Africa— you 
will not stand the deadly climate. over 
there and within two years you will die.” 
“Well,” replied the youth, “to go to Af- 
rica is like building a house. First there 
must be stones put down deep into the 
ground as foundation stones. No one will 
ever see them, but upon those very stones 
hidden in the ground the building is to 
be erected. If Christ wants to use me 
as one of the corner stones, I am ready 
to go, and I am sure that one day Africa 
will be His.” With such devotion for 
Christ that young man went to Africa, 
and, as it was foretold to him, he died 
there ‘as a corner stone during the first 
year of his sacrificial work—From The 
Glad Tidings. Sent by J. A. Valis, M.A., 
Orlova, Czechoslovakia. 


The Test.—Foundation ... which is 
Jesus Christ (3:11). An insane man 
once entered a crowded church, and 
grasping two pillars of the gallery, cried: 
“T will pull these down and destroy you, 
as Samson did the Philistine lords!” A 
panic was imminent when the minister, 
quietly waving his hand, said, “Let him 
try.” He did try, and that was the end 
of the panic. Infidelity lays hold of the 
pillars of our temple—the Bible, the 
deity of Christ, and the like. Skeptics 
say, “We will pull them down.” Let them 
try! Many have tried, but our temple 
stands. It was built by the Almighty, 
and from its sure corner stone to its high- 
est pinnacle it remains secure for time 
and eternity.—From the Christian Herald. 
a by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 

ng. 

His Discovery.—All things are yours 
(3: 21). A man once owned a small estate 
and wished to sell it. He sent for an 
agent who wrote for him an advertise- 
ment telling about the estate. When the 
advertisement was ready the agent read 
it to the owner. “Read that again,” said 
the man. The agent read the description 
once more. “I don’t think I'll sell after 
all,” said the gentleman. “I have been 
looking for an estate like that all my 
life, and I did. not know I owned it.” God 
has _ written for each of us a description 
of the estate he has given us as his heirs. 
How much time do we spend reading 
about the good things he has: for us?— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
Prise illustration. 


“Claim Everything.”—All things are 
yours (3:21). A distinguished Ameri- 
can politician in a heated campaign is said 
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to have telegraphed to his- friends, “Claim 
everything.” That, in a much. profounder 
sense, is precisely .the summons’ which 
Christianity makes. on life: All things 
are yours —if ye are Christ’s, as Christ 


tis God’s.—From “Mornings in a College 


Chapel,” by Peabody. 
wards, Brantford, Ont. 


we: 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Peace, Perfect Peace.” 
“Channels Only.” 
*“Longings.”’ 

“I Will. Trust Him.” 
“Jesus Cal's Us.’’- 

“He Leadeth Me.” 

(Titl.s listed below, and. numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm-book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“In Brotherhood” (269: 1-3). Psalm 133 : 1-3 
“Thou Hast Been a Shelter” (127 :1, 3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-4. 


Sent by S. Ed- 


“Angelic Guards” (183 : 1-3). 
7 Psalm 91 : 1-4, 9-11. 
“My Fortress High” (34: 1-3). 

*Psalm 18: 1-3, 32-35. 
“He Helped Us” (27:1-3). Psalm 16: 5-11. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip: E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou ar¢ the life and the 
light of those who would truly follow thee. 
Help us, we pray thee, to realize that power 
and guidance and growth in spiritual things 
are not of ourselves. May we put self out of 
account, and see thyself as the center and 
goal of our purposes. May we not think of 
our service for thee as establishing any claim 
to the consideration of others, but may we 
so live that others shall be pointed to thyself 
by what we say and do. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Are you ever 
tempted to pat yourself on the back, 
when you have done a fine bit of Chris- 
tian service? Do you quietly agree with 
others when they praise you for it? Oh, 
no, you wouldn’t say so, outright; but 
don’t you sometimes have a notion that 
the praise: is pretty well deserved? A’ 
that’s one of our temptations! But Pa 
tried to have his Corinth friends put the 

raise where it belongs. It is Christ, not 

aul, or Cephas, or Apollos who counts. 
“Therefore, let no man glory in men,” he 
writes. Is Christ the. center of ur 
thought, your praise? What chant 3 we 


do, without him! Are you-trying: to get 
along -without him? Why should you? 
Let us: pray. 





Ye are Cuarist’s 
HRIST 
ENTRAL 
OMPLETE 


For Me? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By- Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the first four chapters -of 1 
Corinthians, and study carefully 1 
Corinthians 1: 10-13; 3:5-II, 21-23 
Try to make these lessons from Paul’s 
letters just as simple and natural as pos- 
sible. To do this we shall need to weave 
them into the story thread. In our les- 
son for last week, we studied. Paul’s 
mission at Corinth. ‘After leaving Cor- 
inth, he went to a feast at Jerusalem, and 
visited the church at Antioch in Syria. 
When he had rested there for awhile, 
the great missionary set out on his third 
journey, visiting many of the churches 
he and Barnabas had founded on the first 
journey, and which he and Silas had 
visited on the second journey. The Holy 
Spirit did not forbid him to tell the Good 
News in Roman Asia on this trip, and 
he spent three years there in a large 
heathen city called Ephesus, where a 
strong Christian church was built up. 
While the missionaries were at Ephesus, 
the people from the church at Corinth 
wrote Paul a letter, asking him to give 
them some rules to live by. You see, 
these Corinthian people had once been 
heathcn people themselves, and they were 
living among people who were still 
heathen. They had believed the Good 
News, repented of their sins, and had 
accepted the Lord Jesus as their Say- 
iour, but still there were many, many 
things they needed to learn about living 
the Christian life. Paul could not leave 
the work at Ephesus just then, so he 
wrote the Corinthians a long letter in 
which he taught the people many beauti- 
ful lessons in a loving, patient way. 
The Corinthians had been quarreling 





FEW FISH THEY’LL CATCH 
TILL THEY MEND THE NET. 
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fhe greek word render. 
ed perfectly joined to- 
ether” (ior: 1:10) is 
translated “mending” 
(their nets) Mark 1:19. 
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over their favorite preachers. . Some -said 
Paulwas their preacher, some liked to 
listen to the eloquent Apollos, some liked: 
Cephas, or Peter, and there were others 
who did not claim to be helped ‘by any of 
the missionaries, but just called them- 
selves by the name of Christ. Paul did’ 
not mind. thatthe: people loved Apollos 
or — more than they loved Him, 
and: of course, he> wanted them: all to 
honor the name-of.the Lord Jesus. But 
he tried*to help them see that it was very 
wrong for the church to be all split up, 
and quarreling ovér these things. e 
wanted them to see that’ he and Apollos 
and Cephas were only God’s messengers 
who had brought them the Good News 
that Jesus had died for their sins and had 
risen. again, so that God could now_par- 
don their sins, and give them eternal life. 
This was such good riews that Paul did 
not want the people to think only of the 
messengers and think lightly of the won- 
derful message, and so fail to remember 
who their Saviour was, and forget that 
a Joving, merciful God, through the Holy 
Spirit, had helped them to hear and re- 
pent and believe the Good News. 

_So Paul told the Corinthians not to 
give the praise and honor to men. >If 
they gave God the highest place in their 
hearts, being God’s dear children, they 
could claim all that he had given them. 
They could love his messengers, they 
could enjoy his’ beautiful**world, they 
could love life, and have no fear of death, 
they could thank him for the present 
blessings, and trust for the future. Then 
he reminded them that all these joys 
were theirs because they were Christ’s 
and Christ was God’s. 

‘Sing, “Father in Heaven, We Thank 
Thee for Jesus.” 

Curnton, S. C. ' 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. An old, old letter. 
2. Friends together, in Christ Jesus. 








SK your girls if they have not seen, 
very likely in their own mother’s 
keeping, a bundle -of old, old -letters, 
treasured and kept now because they are 
so old, but treasured in the first place 
sause of what they revealed of the 
writer, or some remarkable circumstance 


ters marking crisis events in family his- 
tory, letters of solemn warning, or loving 
counsel, of love in its initial promises 
or its tried and proven worth —how 
priceless they are to their possessors! 
Perhaps one of your girls can tell an 
interesting story about some such letter 


yin her family’s keeping—or can you? ~- 


1. “Here,” you may say, “is a letter so 
much older than yours or mine, that there 
is no comparison. This letter [holding 
within your fingers just the leaves of 1 
Corinthians] is nearly two thousand years 
old. And, like every good letter, it re- 
veals its writer very vividly, though. un- 
consciously to himself, for he. wrote it 
to reveal a Friend of his. Did you ever 
write or get a letter of introduction? 
This letter of Paul’s is not quite that, for 
he had already told his friends in Corinth 
about his Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
during his first long stay .in their city, 
and many of them had come to love and 
trust his Friend.” ‘ 

Paul was on his way. back to see them, 
the. second time, when this letter was 

t_ hearing through. a_woiian 
from Corinth that things were not going 
well with his friends there he could not 
wait till he could come himself, but ‘sent 
this letter on ahead, to help them’ work 
out a very vexing problem that had come 


them once again of the Foundation: and 
Center of all their faith. Before we 
study that problem, notice that this letter 
was written to both “men and women” 
(Weymouth for 1 Cor. 1:2), and recall 
that it was through one of those newly 
Christianized women that Paul heard 
from ‘the Corinthian ‘church, while on 





this third journey. How we shall love 


or event. Letters from battlefields, let- 


up in their church life, by ‘reminding - 
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Lesson for September 16 


-£ Corinthians 1 to 4 


to hear this same Chloe (1:11) tell all 


about it, some day, when we, too, shall, 


see and hear both her and her great 
teacher, Paul! 


2. And that problem? It was no other 
than the same one that vexes many a 
church today —the old, old problem of 
divisions in the church, lack of unity, 
almost a “church fuss.” . And it was all 
over which of their several preachers 
and teachers was the greatest! With 
some it was “Paul. None but Paul for 
me!” But others declared they greatly 
preferred Peter (who must have been 
there preaching since Paul’s first stay in 
Corinth), and some claimed that Apollos 
‘was the most eloquent of them all. Then 
there were those who, perhaps in self- 
Tightéousness, declared that they “be- 
longed” only to Christ, joining in the 
quarrel with the others, as if Christ were 
only one of their human leaders! Can 
you not imagine how each faction loudly 
voiced the good qualities of its own 
chosen favorite, at the same time “run- 
‘ning down” all the others? There is no 
dispute so bitter as a religious dispute, 
when once we let it get started, —not 
even a. political one! 

And what did Paul write to these quar- 
reling Christians? Let us read his very 
words to them, from this old, old letter 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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of his (1 Cor, 1: 10-13; 3: 5-II, 21-23). 
If you can, have these verses hand-printed 
on a little scroll, or roll, tied around its 
stick with a scarlet thread, as Paul’s 
original letter A hag was, in its silk or 
linen casing. Your girls will be the more 
impressed with the reality of this ancient 
situation. Close by asking just one ques- 
tion: “Do you think Paul’s letter to the 
Corinthians is yet out of date?” The 
answers will furnish plenty of material 
for class discussion. 


Home Study 

Read, every day this following week, 
that, part of this old letter which is most 
often quoted, its thirteenth chapter. Here 
is the ‘heart of the whole matter — 
memorize it as,you read, 

Decatur, Ga. 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A Ruminant. 

Discussion: Make clear the difference 
between fighting for a principle and 
fighting folks. 

Objective: Spirit - guided thinking, - 
which produces Spirit-guided action. 











AY, fellows, in the breakfast table 

chat this morning came up the word 
“ruminant.” Somebody asked, What is a 
ruminant? Another replied, an antelope 
is a ruminant,—or a deer or sheep or 
goat or cow or camel. But why are 
these called ruminants? was the next 
question, Then there was a pause, for 
no one seemed to be able to state the 
matter clearly, so the encyclopedia was 
hauled in. It is surprising how many 
words are vaguely understood, but hard 
to define orally, right off the bat. In 
such cases the dictionary should be al- 
lowed a moment to instruct us. One 
word a day, dealt with in that way, would 
result in a steady expansion of our gen- 
eral knowledge, and save us from em- 
barrassing mistakes. For one of that 
breakfast table group said, “They are 
called ruminants, I think, because of their 
roaming dispositions.” And that was not 
right at all, for the cyclopedia informed 
us they are called ruminants because they 
are cud-chewing animals. Their stomachs 
are divided into four cavities. The first 
and largest of these cavities is named 
the “rumen,” and it is from this that the 
word ruminant is derived. When a 
ruminant’s food is first swallowed it 
passes into the rumen, from whence it 
is returned to the. mouth to be chewed 
again. After the second chewing it 
passes into the other cavities for proper 
assimilation. Thus when you see a cow 
chewing her cud, she is simply giving her 


-food its second chewing. And here is 


where the interesting thing comes in— 
which is the reason for introducing this 
lesson with ruminants: when a rumin- 
ant is chewing its cud, it looks thought- 
ful — meditative. Have you ever noticed 
that? Thus you have the word “rumin- 
ating” meaning meditating, reflecting — 
thinking it over with more care. 

Paul is telling the Corinthians, ““You’ve 
got another think coming!” You have 
hastily swallowed this idea and_ that. 
Think over the matter carefully in the 
light of what the Scriptures clearly teach. 
Bring it back and chew it again. It is 
true that I planted —I brought you the 
Word; it is true that Apollos watered — 
he nourished your spirits with his faith- 
ful ministry: but we were only the in- 
struments in God’s hands to build you up 
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. ~ 


Yesterday evening I got out’ the garden 


hose and watered the grass. Four suc- 
cessive hot days had made it thirsty, and 
oh, how each little blade seemed to smack 


| its lips over the refreshing draught! 


This morning the sward looked fresh and 
green and grateful. Wouldn’t it have 
been foolish for some sectidbns to be 
shouting, “We are the Rubber Grass,” 
for it was the rubber hose that refreshed 
them; while others would say, “We are 
the Nozzleites” because they saw the 
water issuing from a brass nozzle; and 
yet others, “We are the Pipeites” for 





they had learned there were iron pipes 
back of the nozzle and ‘the hose! Silly 
grass! didn’t you know it was God who 
supplied the water —that he was simply 
(and wisely) pleased to use those means 
to convey it? Call yourselves Methodists, 
Baptists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Pres- 
byterians, and it is all right, because God 
has chosen various channels through 
which to bring you the Living Water, 
which is Christ; but’ do not make the 
mistake of exalting the means above the 
Gift himself. What then is Apollos? 
and what is Paul? (and what is Wesley 
and what is Calvin?) Ministers through 
whom ye believed; and each as the Lord 
gave to him.. So then neither is he that 
planteth anything, neither he that water- 
eth; but God that giveth the increase. 
Now he that planteth and he that water- 
eth are one; but each shall receive his 
own reward according to his labor. 

And think again, fellows, if you are a 
Christian you are as rich as Croesus. 
You are richer thas Croesus, for “all 
things are yours”! You have the word 
of Paul to the Corinthians, which is also 
the Word. of God to you: “All things 
are yours; ... and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God's.” That is what one 
might call being wrapped up in the 
bundle of life with God (1 Sam. 25: 209). 
What could be more complete — what 
more satisfying? What’s the use of 
worrying? What’s the use of fretting 
and contending? Stand for the right and 
fight for the right, but don’t let it keep 
you from loving folks. No matter how 
bad, how mistaken, how erratic they are 
—love them; and you won’t quarrel with 
them. God hates error, but God loves 
truth; God hates sin, but God loves the 
sinner. 

If you. will. just think, fellows, and let 
the Holy Spirit guide your thinking, you 
will not only keep from going wrong, 
but you will. help, others go right. 

Take time to- think. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 9) 


1. The Greeks seem to have had no idea 
of the one true God, Lord of Heaven. and 
earth. They had many gods, each one a 
creation of man’s imagination, and. there- 
fore an. unreal being, clothed with man’s 
passions, and not worthy of man’s worship. 

2. The altar “To the Unknown. God” was 
a confession. that the heathen mind, unaided, 
cannot find. - 

3. (1) In creation, he “made the world 
and all things therein”; (2) in providence, 
‘in him we live, and move, and have our 
being”; (3) in grace, “by that man whom 
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead” (Burrell). 


4. The resurrection of the body was so 
new to that intellectual world that they did 
not believe it,—they only “mocked” such 
an impossible thing. 

s. Athens had lost much of her material 
splendor, but still claimed her leadership in 
intellectual culture over the whole (Mediter- 
ranean) world. Corinth. was commercially 
wealthy, but crude socially and. intellectu- 
ally, in the eyes of the Athenians. Sin took 
very different forms in the two cities, but 
sin ruled. in both. Atheris was a free city, 
Corinth a Roman color. -There were more 
Jewish settlements in Corinth. ‘ 


6. The great number of Jewish residents 
furnished. such open door. 


7. Paul sought to convince men through 
their intellectual’ perception of God, in 
Athens, citing the resurrection of Jesus as 
proof of God’s judgment. of the world in 
righteousness. ut he. says himself (1 
Cor. 1 to 2: 5) that his preaching in Corinth 
was only “Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
Luke says (Acts 17:17) that Paul “rea- 
soned” in the synagogue and in the market- 
place in..Athens, whereas, in Corinth, we 
read (Acts 18:4) that. “the reasoned. in the 
synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the 
Jews and the Greeks.” Power came through 
what we call now the evangelistic appeal of 
the Gospel. The resurrection: reaches its 
height of. power. only through the crucifixion. 

8. Here he met and won his life-long 
friends, Aquila and Priscilla; he won 
Crispus, Gaius, Justus, and  Sosthenes, 
appearing afterward in his letters as per- 
‘sonal friends and helpers in his work. 

9. Those to the Thessalonians. 


10. The address on Mars’ Hill and the 
notable Corinthian chapters in the first let- 
ter —the thirteenth and fifteenth, 





mee 


1x. Philippi. 

12. The rabbinical law required that every 
Jew should be taught a trade in early youth. 

13. Acts 18: 2 identifies the incident with 
the edict of Emperor Claudius banishing 
the Jews from Rome which. occurred in the 
year A. D. 50. 

14. Reasoning, based squarely upon the 
record of Scripture. 

15. Greater boldness in his preaching fol- 
lowing the arrival of Silas and Timothy. 





| Children at Home 








Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 


VII. Rory-Pory Mr. Hicu 


ILLY BOY looked and looked at the 

foamy crest of the wave that was 
rolling nearer and nearer to his feet. 
“Ha, ha, ha!” he laughed, and “He, he, 
he!” Who could that funny little crea- 
ture be sitting up there on the billow! 

And then the wave landed a fat, roly- 
poly little man almost at Billy Boy’s feet. 

“Who are you?” asked Billy Boy, all 
excited. ~ 

The fat man rolled over like a tumble- 
tom, and when he came up from the 
third roll, he nodded his head and 
chuckled as he said; “I’m Mr. High 
Tide. My, but it’s good to be back. I 
hope that that slim Low hasn't been mis- 
treating you, my friend.” 

“Oh, not at all. Indeed, he has been 
most kind to me.” You see, Squeakums, 
the magic rat who brought me here, lost 
his sense of direction, and we landed on 
the sand flat. I started out to find his 
direction. But Mr. Low Tide told me 
all about the clams that are buried on 
the flat, and I forgot to do any hunting, 
I do hope it isn’t far away.” 

Mr. High Tide had turned three 
somersaults while Billy Boy was talking, 
and now he-lay flat on his back with his 
heels in the air. 

“Are you taking your daily dozen?” 
asked Billy Boy. 
- “Oh, my, no! I am much too lazy for 
that strenuots work. I am waiting for 
the next wave to push my legs down and 
roll me in farther.” 

This seemed most inviting to Billy Boy, 
He dropped on his knees before his new 
friend and asked, “Would it roll me in, 
too? I'd love to try it.” 

“It certainly would. Lie flat on your 
back with your arms outstretched. Now 
make a little hollow under your back by 
raising your tummy.” 

“Why?” asked Billy Boy. “I don’t see 
why I have to raise my tummy.” Never- 
theless, he did as he was told. 

Just then a wave came rolling under 
them. It filled in the little hollow that 
Billy Boy had made by raising his 
tummy, and it lifted him a few inches 
nearer shore. 

“That’s the way grown-up people float. 
It’s a slendid way to rest after a Jong 
swim,” explained Mr. High Tide. “Lots 
of people can’t float because they are 
afraid to lie flat on their backs. They 
double up like jackknives.. Oh, my, here 
comes a whopper!” 

In great glee Billy Boy straightened 
himself out. He was so happy he 
couldn't help laughing, and what do you 
think happened? Some of that foamy 
crest of the wave ran right into his 
mouth. He sat up quickly and sputtered 
and coughed. Mr. High sat up, too, and 
slapped him on the back the way your 
mother does when you swallow a fish 
bone. 

“Jimminy! That was a big one, wasn’t 
it?” Billy Boy was laughing again, and 
ready to think it great fun. “Why are 
the waves so much bigger just now?” he 
asked. 9 

Mr. High looked out toward the sea. 
“A ship has passed us, and we are getting 
the swells from her,” he explained, 
“Look out, here comes another.” 7 

Billy ‘Boy was ready this time, and 
kept his mouth closed. Over and over 
they rolled. Finally they landed high 
and. dry on a sand bar, or. maybe they 
landed high and wet. : 

Mr, High Tide scrambled to his feet, 
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grabbed Billy Boy by the hand, and 

skipped off with him. But Mr. High got 

tired first, because he was very fat, you 

know. He sat down hard on the sand 
uffing and fanning himself vigorously. 
hen he got his breath he asked: 

“What kind of fun do you like best, 
Billy Boy?” 

“Parties!” came the quick reply. 

“Then we shall have a party,” said 
Mr. High. “If we make it a large party, 
I can pay off my social obligations. You 
don’t know what that means, Billy Boy, 
because you haven’t any. Shall we have 
a beach party?” ‘ 

Billy Boy opened his eyes wide. “A 
beach party! Just us?” he asked breath- 
lessly. 

“Oh, Squeakums, and some of my 
friends, too, if you are agréeable.” 

“Fine, fine! I must tell Squeakums that 
we are both invited to a party right 
away. I hope he is feeling better. Maybe 
I have stayed away too long.” Billy 
Boy started off toward the clump of sea- 
weed: Then he thought of something 
very important, and turned and whis- 
pered, “Mr. bien Tide, will there be 
eats at the party?” 

Mr. High closed one eye in a good, 
hard wink. “Billy Boy, who ever heard 
of a party without eats? There will 


“Oh, don’t tell me, please. I want to 
be s’prised.” And he bounded off toward 
Squeakums’ hiding place. 


Perta Amboy, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 23. How Missionary Interest 
Broadens Our Knowledge. Acts 14 :,19-28. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

September 30. Goals for Our Society. , Gal. 
§ : 22-26; 6: 10. 

October 7. Workers Together With God. 
t Cor. 3: 1-9. (Consecration meeting.) 
October 14. The Christian's Duty as a Voter. 

Matt. 22 : 15-22. 





Sunday, September 16— 


The Service of Science to Human Life 
(Psa. 8 : 1-9) 





Men.—Service in healing (John § :'t-9). 

Tues.—Service in industry (Exod, ‘36 : 1- 
7). ‘ ‘ 

Wed.—Service in art (2 Chron. 4 : 11-18). 

Thurs.—Science and invention (Gen. 4: 
19-22). 

Fri.—Science and agriculture (Matt. 13 :- 


1-9). 
Sat.—Science leads to Christ (Matt. 2: 
1-12). 











How has science helped prolong life? 
How has science added comforts to life? 


R. HOWARD A. KELLY of Balti- 

more, Professor Emeritus of Johns 
Hopkins University and surgeon of 
world-wide reputation, recognized and 
honored by universities and medical soci- 
eties the world over, has written this 
about science: 

“Our ‘science’ is but folly when God 
is left out, and if he is not in all. our 
thoughts. What sense is there in boast- 
ing that science is our mistress to be cul- 
tivated for her own sake apart from all 
question of utility? What is there in 
the mere knowledge of the groupings of 
things and in .the formulation of scientific 
dogmas of the laws governing matter that 
you are drawn to it so irresistibly? And 
why is such science any more worth your 
entire life’s energies than it would be in 
a haphazard way to throw a handful -of 
sand on the floor and then to spend the 
rest of your life studying just- how the 
grains happened to fall? 

“If you are not a Christian, you do 
not know whence that impulse to inves- 
tigate nature comes. Let me tell you that 
the inborn unconquerable impulse to in- 
vestigate nature is the too often unrec- 
ognized and unacknowledged tribute the 
spirit unconsciously pays to nature’s Cre- 
ator, the dim but still imperative voice 
of the spirit harking back to him before 
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with clear vision. Alas, God calls, while 
like the muckraker we often gaze at the 
earth, failing to lift our eyes heavenward 
to him who holds the crown poised over 
our heads, to him who alone is the Inter- 
preter of all things. I fear that with 
all our twentieth century boasting of 
progress, it is in reality a question be- 
tween little science and. tig Science, be- 
tween the creature and Creator. ‘The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.’ Where then shall we land if 
we never even make a beginning?” 


Can we with humble, sincere hearts of 
faith repeat the first four verses of our 
Scripture lesson? Let us think seriously. 
about this, for there is a spirit abroad 
that would paraphrase the third -and 
fourth verses to read, “When I consider 
the heavens, which man by his ingenuity 
and mighty intellect has searched by the 
telescope and spectroscope and by thought, 
the moon’ and’ stars which’ millions of 
years ago somehow came into’ being; 
what a wonderful creature is maa. Why 
should he be mindful of God?” 

oy 4 

How we need the clear light of the 
Word of God and the safeguarding of 
the Holy Spirit in order to have the 
right perspective as we look upon science. 
So often we are tempted to try to meas- 
ure the Bible with the yardstick of sci- 
ence and even, in our zeal, try to make 
the Bible fit some generally accepted sci- 
entific theory. As long as we adopt this 
plan we shall have difficulty and doubts 
and uncertainty. God wants us to rec- 
ognize that we can never measure him or 
his Word by science. Rather we are to 
bring science to the Word and in its light 
find out if it is true, or “science falsely 
so-called.” 

The recognition and application of this 
great principle will in no way blind us 
to the real place of science in human life. 
It has not hindered some of the most 
profound thinkers that the: world has 
known, nor has it limited their contribu- 
tion to humanity in scientific zeal. 

5) 

Most of us can think of a number of 
scientific discoveries that have helped to 
extend the span of human life.’ The dis- 
covery of the circulation of the blood and 
of the existence of the red and white cor- 
puscles ; Pasteur’s investigation of germs 
and methods: of sterilization; the discov- 
eries of Lister and Carrel in the realm 
of antiseptics; the marvelous use of the 


1 X-ray and radiim,.and others come to 


mind. : 

These wonderful discoveries are not to 
be discounted for-a moment, but, when 
we place them alongside of what God 
can do for man, how insignificant they 
seem. In the days before the flood, man 
lived, not for 70, 80, or 100 years, but 
for seven and eight hundred years. In 
the state God originally created him in 
the Garden of Eden he need never have 
died. To believing Christians God’s 
promise is eternal life. With all our 
progress we are but touching the outer 
rim of what God has already done. 

As we turn to the realm of the com- 
forts of life, it would seem sometimes 
that man could not get along today, if 
it were not for the remarkable inven- 
tions and discoveries that have taken so 
much of the drudgery out of life. We 
think of the automobile, the luxurious 
ocean liner, the comfortable, fast trains, 
the pleasure and convenience of the radio, 
telephone, telegraph, the improvement in 
food products and the benefits of scientific 
farming, — surely our debt to science is 
a great one. Yet here again let us ask 
ourselves, “Are all of these things able 
to make man happy and contented?” 
When we face the question squarely we 
shall have to admit that though each 
makes its contribution to convenience, in 
themselves they cannot bring joy and 
peace and contentment. 

an 

It is significant that, in a question- 
naire recently presented to students in 
a well-known college, the answer to the 
question, “Are you happy?” brought a 








shockingly high percentage of noes. Most 
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Now Your Class ™ 





Will Want to Study 
The Lesson at Home 


And how. much better each member of the 
class gets on when the lesson has been prepared 
in advance! 








In the new publication of The Sunday School 
Company,— CHRISTIAN YOUTH,— 
there are studies of the lesson, prepared in a 


Times 


special way that will 


in home study. 


Stimulate real 


interest 


This is just ome of the features of the new 
weekly periodical designed to meet a real need, 
as expressed by many readers of The Sunday 

_School Times. There are stories, Bible puzzles, 
answers to problems of vital interest to young 
people, book-chats, big news in little paragraphs, 
Christian Endeavor Helps,—all im the new 
weekly periodical—_CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 


The subscription rates are 75 cents a year; 
or 52 cents, each subscription, in a package of 
_five-or more to one address. 


Won't y6du, as superintendent, pastor, 


teacher, parent, examine a: few copies of this, 
with a view to using it in your Sunday-school 
and home? Just use the coupon for a trial 
subscription of 10 weeks for 10 cents. Or, better 
yet, send one dollar for ten trial subscriptions 
for your Class; or send a proportionate amount 
for a larger number, to try throughout the school. 





Ten 


Weeks 














The Sunday. School Times Company 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen :-— 


I'll be glad to try the new.periodical 


28-28 


—‘‘ Christian. Youth.”’ 


Please ent 


subscriptions, for which I enclose. -...... 
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er my name for...........- trial 
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of these students came from homes where 
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A school Prepares 
NJ for boys | for college 





Lesson for, September 16 
® Corinthians 1 to 4 


comforts and pleasures of life were avail- 
able, but this had not brought happiness. 
ye 

Let us therefore give to science her 
rightful place, that of a useful and valu- 
able tool to be used under the guidance 
and direction of God:~ Let us not with- 
hold any of the credit due to scientists 
for their patient, self-sacrificing work and 
devotion in the service of mankind. But 
let us never fail to measure all that -sci- 
ence would tell us by the unalterable, un- 
changing standard of God’s Word,- re- 
membering that, while God has ‘spoken 
to man through the pages of nature, his 
highest and fullest revelation has come 
through the written-Word and in the per- 
son of his only Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom that word reveals. 


Do-I measure science by the light of 
God’s Word? bons * e 


Am I asking God to guard me against 
“Science falsely ‘so-called” ? a . 
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ROOK C°CHOOL 
Distinctively} 
Christian 


A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Full accredited. Prepares 
for all the leading colleges. Intensive work 
under college-trained teachers. Small classes. 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 
Island. Indoor and outdoor sports. For 
catalog address the Principal, Box S, 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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CHOOL FOR BOYS 
Non-Sectarian and Non-Military 

the boy the purposeful man is 
ro Here vane oy’s mind will 
be directed along channels thatare 
constructive. Here, hewillfollowa 
balanced curriculum. Here,scholar- 
ship and sports areequitably blend- 
ed.~ Ministers, Prominent Educators, 
ymen on Advisory Board. 
Sixth gtade through high school. 

Annual cdenue on request. 

368 South Virgil Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 
Located in the most healthful climate 


School for Christian Workers 


Demand for young womenetrained in Christian 
work is growing. ur two and three year courses 
repare Religious Education Directors, Deaconesses, 

astors’ Assistants, Sunday School and Social Service 
Workers, Missionasies. Degrees and certificates 
granted. Special shorter courses. High School edu- 
cation required. Scholarships. Catalog. ' 


Box S, 1122 Spruce Street, Philadelphia. Pa, 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

-$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, fivé years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 


beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-377 N. Thirteenth. Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia: No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed, 


Dear Mother Ruth: I always read your 
letters in The Sunday School Times, and I 
always receive a great blessing from them. 
Just lately, the girl who loved candy so 
well, and the way you answered her letter 
was like an answer from Heaven. I am or 
was until last week in just the same fix, 
but with God’s help I have not bought any 
candy. for a whole week, and I haven’t tasted 
any either, though I want it badly. The 
reason for my writing you is because I 
think you can answer my question and solve 
my difficulty. I am a girl of fifteen, and 
to me life is one great big mess. One part 
of myself is constantly contradicting the 
other part. At times I don’t know what I 
really do believe. My chtm seems to. be 
facing the same problem. Lately she wrote 
me asking the question “What is life?” I 
couldn’t tell her, for I couldn’t find out. I 
am fully ‘surrendered to Christ and he seems 
very, very close to me, but at times I try 
to puzzle out things and every door seems 
shut. I have two girl friends older than I, 
who help me once in a while, but they 
seem too busy or not interested, so I don’t 
bother them very often any more. But I 
would love to meet an older girl who really 
understands other younger girls, and would 
be willing to help them. I get that feeling 
quite often—no one understands my prob- 
lems. I have told Christ all about it. If 
only he would show these other two older 
girls (one is in college, and the other is 
a college graduate, and both are splendid 
Christians) how to help me! I don’t know 
whether you understand what I mean by 
this letter, but I hope you can suggest 
something. Anyway, please pray for me 
that God will guide me, for I seem to be at 
the crossroads of my life. I don’t know 
which road to take. Fhank you—A TROU- 
BLED ONE. 


M* DEAR TROUBLED ONE: The 
most wonderful part of God’s crea- 
tion is his making of man. That you 
have life and health and your mind, is 
a blessed reality. The value of a soul 
is beyond computation. I want you to 
open your Bible and read Ephesians 2: 
10, “For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.” Can you grasp the 
thought that God, the Creator of this 
wonderful world and the stars and the 
heavens and the other worlds, has given 
you a part in the work that is to be done 
all about you, and that you are his, to 
serve and to love? Life? Oh, my dear, 
it is such a wonderful thing, when it is 
under the guidance of the almighty Ged. 
But when we take the life into our own 
hands, it is such a miserable disappoint- 
ment, and we know so little about how to 
deal with it or how to direct it. It is so 
glorious when we are Heaven-directed, 
and follow the plan laid down by God 
for us. Understand us? All the older 
girls you may choose or find, can never 
give you the understanding that the One 
who made you can give you. He will 
guide you with an understanding that 
only he has, and a wisdom that comes 
from above, and will fill you with a faith 
and a purpose that will satisfy and make 
of life an “abundant life,” which will be 
lost to you unless it comes from him. 

If you are at the “crossroads” or turn- 
ing point where you do not know how to 
read the signs, turn them over to the 
Giver of the “abundant life” and accept 
his leadership in such a complete yielding 
of yourself, that all responsibility is in 
God’s hands, and that you may be able 
to follow his plan, which will give you a 
stability and restfulness that will make 
you a power to the world where God has 
placed you. Look up to him, and take 
his directing, “lean not unto thine own 
understanding.” 

I wish I could show you how rich 
you are in opportunities for service for 
the Father. All about you are souls 
who do not know him, and who are los- 





ing out in the great happiness that should 


‘be theirs, and no one is interested enough 


to lead them to the Lord Jesus. Haye 
you ever had the joy of leading a soul 
to know Him? Have you ever loved 
your neighbor as yourself, and sought to 
show such a one the privilege of having 
everlasting life? . What kind of service 
are you giving God who gave himself for 
your Have you ever thought upon the 
love he showers on you,‘and that he ‘is 
expecting you to carry the Good News 
to your neighbor? Do you so love him 
that your heart is bubbling over with 
enthusiasm to tell your school friends 
about him? Do you talk so much to him 
that you love his very name and cannot 
keep quiet when a chance comes to tell 
others what a friend he is? What. a 
wealth of happiness is waiting for you, 
when you grasp these opportunities to 
win souls for the Christ who loves you 
so! My prescription for ‘you is. to get 
busy about the, King’s business, and so 
learn of and from him, that you will be 
recognized everywhere as a messenger of 
the Lord Jesus, and you will find that 
life is abundant when it is accepted from 
him, and carried to others. God bless 
you, little girl, and may you find these 
teen years full of blessing for others! 
Then the delight in your own life and 
heart will be beyond the telling. Keep 
up the good work begun on the candy, 
and as you mount upon one victory there 
will be many more waiting for you when 
your Commander is in the lead. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been saved 
for nearly five years, and was baptized a 
short time ago. The Lord has taken the 
desire for worldly things out of my heart 
and filled me with the desire to please him. 
I have prayed and am still praying for the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, but when:I pray 
it doesn’t seem real to me. I often find 
myself thinking of other things when I 
should be talking with God. This worries 
me. I have read many incidents illustrating 
the wonderful way God has poured out his 
Spirit on his children, but none of them 
seem to comfort or help me. Can you give 
me any help?—JANE, 

M* DEAR JANE: “Blessed are 

they which do’ hunger and thirst 
after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled” “eMatt. 5:6). The most natural 
thing in the world, for the surrendered 
Christian, is to be hungry for more. 
Filled? Yes, indeed, “a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life’ (John 
4:14). There is no standing still where 
the Spirit of the living God dwells, and 
the feast of today becomes a hunger for 
the next day’s infilling. “New mercies 
every morning,” and so the Spirit indwell- 
ing will cause you to rejoice in your in- 
heritance. I fear, my dear, that you think. 
too much about yourself, and are not 


yielding yourself to the Lord. You need } 


to be in the state that Paul describes 
when he speaks of “bringing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ.” Don’t struggle, but be like the 
“clay in the potter’s hands,”- and when 
there come suggestions from the enemy 
to think other thoughts, meet him with 
the utter yielding to God for His 
thoughts, and bring your mind back to 
the place where you are seeking the 
power of the Spirit for the fullness of 
God. You do not have to try to bring 
the Holy Spirit down. He is here, for 
the Lord Jesus said, “If I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send him unto you”; 
and. today he is here dwelling in many 
of our hearts, and in yours, I am sure. 
That you will have to meet the enemy at 
all points, you must expect, but you do 
not meet him alone, for the abiding 
Spirit is ever present;.and there’ must 
be a trust in your heart that will claim 
the overcoming power to meet every 
thought that would distract you in your 
prayer life. 
Do not expect to receive this gift from 
in the manner in which he has given 
it to others. God. deals with us as his 
children, each one a soul separate and dis- 
tinct. He knows how to deal with us as 
we need, and suits the gift to his knowl- 
edge of us, and not according to a pre- 
scribed plan of man’s. His Word is the 
plan for all of us, and he says in John 
7:38, 30, “He that believeth on me, as 








, 515 


A Jewish Rabbi 
Found the Messiah 


| and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000,000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
titled ** The Chosen Peo- 
a =. a Papert tells 

¥ : about the persecutions, 
Ex-Rabbi Leopold Coha hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you “ The Chosen People’ for one year, one 
copy of the life-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leaflets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 





























the scripture hath said, from within him 
shall flow rivers of living water. But 
this spake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believed on him were to receive.” 

You say the Lord has taken the desire 
for worldly things out of your heart; do 
you rejoice over this, and praise him for 
this evidence of the Spirit within you? This 
“living water” within us always shows 
in our lives and this is a testimony to the 
power of the Spirit. Do not choose the 
way the Lord shall manifest his Spirit in 
your life, but rather as you see and know 
this blessed outcome from him, glorify 
him, and keep*in close communion with 
him, that his life may more and more 
abound in you. Enjoy that which is 
yours, and drink of the well which is 
springing up within you, and you will 
find this wayward thinking and these 
doubts will disappear, as the darkness 
before the sun of the morning. 

Please send to The Silver Publishing 
Society, 1013 Bessemer Building, Pitts- 
burgh, and get the booklet called “The 
Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit,” 
and you will enjoy the thoughts it will 
give you. - 


Dr. Pace’s Speaking 
Engagements 


For the past four years Dr. E. J. 
Pace, who draws the weekly lesson 
cartoons for The Sunday School Times, 
has been giving Bible messages accom- 
panied by lantern slides of his own car- 
toons. He is in full sympathy with the 
Times on the teachings of Scripture, 
Times readers will be glad to know of 
Dr. Pace’s engagements for the next few 
months as they are given in the follow- 
ing itinerary: 


Hastings, Minn., September 2-9.—First Bap- 
tist Church. 


Guntersville, Ala., September 15-28—Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Waynesboro, Pa., October 1-5.—Annual 
Conference of the Church of the Brethren. 

Masontown, Pa., October 7-14.—Church of 
the Brethren. 

Quebec, Can., October 21 to November 11.— 
First Baptist Church. 

Toronto, Can., November 18 to December 2. 
—Olivet Congregational Church. 

Orlando, Fla., December 1@ to January 10 
—At home. 


Berne, Ind., January 13 to February 3.— 
Union Evangelistic Meetings. ’ 


Dr. Pace’s permanent address is Box 
1412, Orlando, Fla. 


we 


“We should be more careful not to do 
wrong, than not to suffer wrong, because 
to suffer wrong is only an affliction, but 
to do wrong is a sin, and sin is always 
worse than affliction.”—Matthew Henry, 
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Bible Education 


WORLD-WIDE 


Gospel Proclamation 








NATIONAL BIBLE 
INSTITUTE ~~ 


340 West 55th St., New York City 
DON O. SHELTON, LL.D., President 
B. ALLEN REED, B.A., Registrar 
HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 
oO 


COURSES OF STUDY 


&. THEOLOGICAL 
1. MISSIONARY 
ii, CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
IV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 
V. GOSPEL MUSIC 
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p Keyes an essential part of their pieparation, stu- 
are given regular practical work assignments, 
o 


The Resident School and Headquarters Bu 

ing is situated at the heart of New York on * 
Tuition free. Room and board at enasenchio 
fates. Opportunities for self-help. 


Catalogue and further information on 
request. 




















MovingN 
Pictures 2°" 


church 
FREE pamphlet telling all about mov- 


ing pictures in the church. De- 
tails~experiencés and opinions of well 
known church officials. Includes com- 
plete description of the new Acme 
Motion Picture Projector. 
Send today for pamphiet K 9. 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 
Acme Division 
90 Gold Street, New 
York City. 














ig aga 





TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more. Sise S14 x 8 
Bend 50 cents for 25 on the Life of Christ 
3.35 Art Subjects or 25 for Children. 
1s outs in coin or stamps for 
of x600 miniature illustrations. 


The Perry Pictures Company 
Bex 96 Malden, Mass. 

















NO MEMORY WORK OR REHEARSALS 
Costs only $2.00 per 100 


LovAt L EVER 


RALLY _DAY 
N VERNA WHINERY 


Fastoce S. S. Supts. and program 
Committees may have a free 
Sor. copy. 
Send request to 


Grant Colfax Tullar 


Room 300 M, 91 Seventh Ave., New York, N. ¥. 





( For Family Worship +) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. a 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessoa Gommittee. 


" September 10 to 16 


Mon.—1 Corinthians 1 : 10-17. 
Party Spirit Destructive. 
Paul shows that “contentions” arise 
from “intellectualism,” which makes the 
cross of none effect. He himself was 
careful to preach in simplicity of speech 
and in the enduement of the Spirit. In- 
tellectualism results in a false estimate 
—a putting up on a pedestal —of human 
teachers, who are the gift of God not 
only to sections of the church, but to 
the whole church. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
two hundred missionaries, among twenty- 
five tribes, and for the five hundred na- 
tive evangelists of the, Africa Inland Mis- 
sion, working in Kenya Colony, Tan- 
ganyika _ Territory, Belgian Congo, 
French Equatorial Africa, and West Nile 
District of Uganda (373 Carlton Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y.); for the Evangel 
Printing Press at Lubumbo, Tanganyika, 
getting the Word out in tracts and Scrip- 
ture portions; pray for the Rev. George 
Woodley’s deputation work in America. 


Tues.—1 Corinthians 3 : 5-23. 
Christian Co-operation. 

Intellectualism, resulting in carnality 
and divisions, keeps Christians from their 
supreme duty of fully co-operating with 
each other and with Cod in soul-winning. 
Brilliant teaching and preaching do not 
win men, but simple testimony in the 
Spirit’s power does, for only God is 
able to give the increase. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for ‘the 
Unevangelised Tribes Mission (Miss 
Alma Doering, Laceyville, Pa.), par- 
ticularly that Miss Doering’s swmmer 
deputation and Bible Conference work 
may go far toward securing the thirty 
missionaries needed for the African field; 
for the workers already on the field, and 
for the parties preparing to go out soon. 
Wed.—1 Corinthians 9 : 16-27. 

For the Gospel’s Sake. 

Intellectualism had led the Corinthians 
to glory in the knowledge that they en- 
joyed spiritual liberty, so that they 
boasted, as some now, that they were 
“not under the law, but under. grace.’ 
Paul showed them that there is some- 
thing better than that liberty — spiritual 
love, enabling even an apostle to refrain 
from things that are not sin to him for 
the sake of the weaker brethren, and in 
all ways to be all things to all men for 
the Gospel’s sake. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Telugu Village Mission (Chas. H. Bill- 
ington, Supt., Makhtal, Deccan, via 
Krishna, G. r. Pz India) ; for the vil- 
lage of Badinchall where some of the 
ninety church members are suffering per- 
secution in the way of beatings and false 
accusations in court; for the converted 
drunkard at Makhtal; for the twelve 
workers trying to evangelize 459. vil- 
lages in Mysore State; and for the 
twenty-five hundred dollars needed fora 
forward campaign there. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 12 : 12-31. 
The Church an Organism. 
The true Church is far more than an 
organization, it is an organism. _In the 
body of Christ, the members, like the 
members of the human body, exist for 
and serve the head. The members are 
where God has set them. Are any of 
us realizing that we may be divinely- 
placed little fingers to aid in the serv- 
ice of our Head? (See Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible note on Matt.: 13: 45.) 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
French Protestant Mission in Digne, 
France (D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 
137 West School Lane, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, Pa.); for God to supply 
quickly all the needs for properly equip- 
tng the hospital built at Digne by M. and 
Mme. Contesse, wonderfully blessed in 





their past fifteen years of evangelizing. 


nee 





—- 


Fri—Romans 13:1-10. Social Obligation. 


With the shadow of the prophecied 
Lawless One falling athwart the world, 
even the God-ordained state will yet 
come to the place where social order 
will not be maintained. An insurance 
company recently refused to insure the 
life of a judge in a great American 
city who had sentenced underworld crim- 
inals. The world in its wisdom and 
the church in its apostasy are not stem- 
ming the tide of lawlessness. Only re- 
vival can do this. Will you pray for it? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
twenty-seven and a half million children 
who never darken the door of a Sunday- 
school in America; for the seventy-five 
thousand boys on Sunda golf links; and 
that revival may come that the American 
child may not be robbed of his right to 
a Christian home. 


Sat.—Philemon 4-20. 
An Example of Brotherhood. 
Yes, all that and more. Read be- 
tween the lines, and see here a splendid 
iHustration of imputed righteousness. 
Paul asks Philemon to reckon Onesimus 
to his merit. and to reckon to Paul the 
demerit of Onesimus (vs. 17, 18). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Brazil Mission (so Kingsley Road, Ply- 
mouth, England), that God ma bless ats 
aims to circulate the Word a God and 
Christian literature by post throughout 
Brazil; pray for Senor J. G. Pereira; 
Field Superintendent at Haranham. 


Sun.—Ephesians 4: 1-6. 
Maintaining Christian Unity. 
Just as there is one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, and one God and Father 
(v. 5), so there is one body (v. 4), and 
we should all majntain this oneness be- 
cause we are all filled, to the extent that 
we will yield, by one Spirit. But we 
can never maintain this unity by compro- 
mising with doctrinal error, because that 
would be sacrificing part of the oneness 
—the one faith. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
“city that rubber built,’ Iquitos, Brasil, 
with the twelve hundred miles of water 
natigation suitable for evangelizing; 
pray for the workers of the Inland South 
America Missionary Union there (Rev. 
Joseph A. Davis, D.D., Secretary, Ing 
Fulton Street, New York City), and for 
all the work among the Bororo and other 
Indians of this Mission; for the Bible 
School in Villarrica; ~ that Henry Ford 
will be led to co-operate with the Pioneer 
Mission Agency in giving the Gospel 


‘free courses in the vast South American 
‘area he has purchased in order to plant 


rubber trees. 
V4 


A Nation-Wide Broadcasting 
of the Gospel 


VERY Christian must realize that it 

is very important that the Gospel be 
preached over the radio.- The oppor- 
tunities for Gospel broadcasting are 
being ccnstantly lessened as small sta- 
tions, existing solely for this work, are 
losing their licenses. And Modernism 
has many broadcasts through the power 
of the great religious organizations dom- 
inated by its influences. 

Now there is to be a national chain 
broadcast that will be thoroughly evan- 
gelical. Beginning in October, the 
Me ol sermons of the Rev. Donald 

rnhouse will be broadcast from the 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
over the stations of the Columbia chain, 
every Sunday at five-thirty P. M., East- 
ern Time. Mr. Barnhouse is very eager 
that Christian ps gpd everywhere shall 
pray, — asking to prepare the way 
for this national ministry, and to prepare 
his church and himself for their new re- 
sponsibilities. 

The Columbia chain can be received 
anywhere in the United States from the 
Atlantic to the Rockies (except perhaps 
in the ‘extreme South), and also in 
eastern Canada. Any wishing to help 
make this known in their church or com- 
munity can get full information, together 
with a list of stations and wave lengths, 
by writing to the Tenth - Presbyterian 
Church, Seventeenth and Spruce Streets, 
Philadelphia. 


(Lesson for September 16) SEPTEMBER 1, 
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LET Your GIFT 
TO FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PAY YOU __ 
A LIFE INCOME 


You can make @ generous gift 
to foreign missions and have a 
needed income for - yourself 
and others from the money 
you give by the 


4% % to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life: 


A. eapree fond of atue 040000 


annuities to y 
Protect yourself against loss 
through ise in 
an af the same time help soad 





of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Ps Coombs saved $1000. B. A. Anderson sa 
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ved $500. 

F, E, Davis saved between $1000 and $1500 by build- 
You too can save big money. No. 

waste. 40% less labor. Substantial, permaneat homes. 


Homes. 
$1483. P lud all Toe 

79 to $14) rice includes all lum- 
$379 cu 2: roofing, lath, 
aterials 
\ FREE, 
\, Freight paid east of Mississippi 
Mason-Dixon 
wr, alse to Minnesota, lowa, Missouri. Costs Noth 


55-L, Bay City, Mich. 








AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
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